CPI’s Defence 
of 
Naxalite Prisoners 





CPIs DEFENCE OF 
NAXALITE PRISONERS 


COMMUNIST PARTY PUBLICATION 


Mo 1: Echrwarny 1978 (C MN 


CONTENTS 


The Extremist Movement in West Bengal and the CFI 


What CPI Did for Naxalites in Andhra 
—B. Malhkarguna Rao 


Appendix: 
A Note on Legal Defence to Naxalite Prisoners 


E 
B 


—N. Giriprasad 


A 
o 

Cy 

( AS 

Price: Rs. 2%) 


p0 de 

Printed by juen Sen at the New Aze Pom.rg Pit, Ram Jona Road, 

New Delhi 110055, and pubhshed by him f she Comer Party of 
india, Kotla Marz, Now Detey 159972. 


THE ENTREMIST MOVEMENT 
AND THRE 


^e ex TecLai movement in West Bengal known populatiy 
as e ŇANALJĎATI movement covered a ore? span ci four c 
tree Years lowei Dw two more vears of imense persecution 
ST UNG aromnate arrest, Almost al the imponan leBleTs C 
the party nad been mundel up seiore the Case Of 1371 or in 
cary 1272 Chara Marzmóar. ihe iar. Orgarzser and pn- 
€ D& tbearst.cam af the movement. had tons! been arnesled 
an lá Jah 13971 He šej on 28 July at a Carona hospoal 
where fa was transferred JAN ng a soà3en and 30711023 
ee eonmoratan ad h.s hean canswuan Condanng he grain S A 
Dance ŠA. Z inet Mi Ješiň was A sai event for a.i abonis of re- 
VYLARATY thoagcht ani aruon in inia “We ü Žered wih 
bg be sali (Dul we č.d nol Ibrreby cerr hm the xi 
Ot mong A sedess and fearless reworuvonarr `? 


Sce Icam NMaromisar hed iei an pase Culúžv 2153 
we faerie wiena? ADOUÍ the Crees of ku dek 
Te CTUML glared mci pt wav thet Marumiir was murdered 
Te Ze mln “under orien cf Sovet SALE wra and 
w > ibe nanvi of US wena’ ? There were Secmanss 


for BS See 





Tie OSTLANÁ was vases bv Erer Nuktrjee un ine pan 
moni an 17 Auras 1472 Refetrmg 10 me Compar or Mrs 
MiragThLàT TEL Charo Narumiar Lal Dol bern rvem BcelzkE 
tres rel RUDTIOYR ans Lal been co:0TOpREBL BIDOS wochnzkl 
Pease Some Nuseties urges upon ine povéttiment 10 MEL- 
tate A JULE aque Gl ihe orton LI METITA S 





1 Famikethage Suma 28 Jun 107 
2 ieam Auge 1077 qukusc m Thr Meca Movemen m hunka 
Chah 


149 


death.? K. C. Pant, then unon minister of state for home affairs, 
had turned the demand down. 


I 


The process of disintegration of the CPML had, however, 
started even before Charu Mazumdar's death. It started from 
within. Almost all his close associates had parted company 
with him. He had developed differences with Sush.tal Roy 
Chowdhury much earlier. The central committee of the CPML, 
meeting somewhere in Bihar in November 1971, expelled him 
from the party and elected Satyanarayan Sinha of B.har the 
general secretary. This was preceded by his formal break with 
Asim Chatterjee. Chatterjee had written and circulated a do- 
cument appealing to party members to unite with the central 
committee of the party to crush the left-opportunist, antiparty 
conspiracy of the Indian Wang Ming, Charu Mazumdar.* 

The Bengal. Bihar-Orissa border region committee under the 
leadership of Asim Chatterjee functioned thenceforward as a 
rival party centre and continued to do so till the middle of 1972 
when the entire group, consisting of Santosh Rana, his brother 
Mihir Rana and their associates had been arrested. As.m 
Chatterjee had been arrested earlier, on 3 November 1971— 
shortly before the central committee meeting in Bihar. 

There was one more action that the CPML in West Bengal 
had conducted and led—the one at Birbhum, and that was prac- 
tically the end of Naxalbari movement in West Bengal. It was 
launched and developed at a time when confusion and contro- 
versy were eating into the vitals of the party. The movement 
was an experiment with Charu Mazumdar's theory and was 
organised by the West Bengal-Bihar border region comm:ttee 
—not the one that Asim Chatterjee headed. 


II 


The Naxalbari movement in West Bengal had a few dist:nct 
phases. The first phase was of course marked by tke in.tial 
land-grab operation at Naxalbari, Kharibari and Phansidewa. 
Although its leaders had subsequently claimed that the move- 


3. Hindusthan Standard, 18 August 1972. 
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ment, from the very outset, had aimed at the seizure of power, 
it started nevertheless as a movement for radical land reform, 
cr et least, that is what it did look like. It started on 3 March 
1417, bare:y a day after the first united-front government had 
taken over the administration of the state. In about 10 weeks, 
some 6) cases of forcible occupation of land and looting of rice 
and paddv were reported from the villages coming under the 
pol.ce stat.ons of Naxalbari, Kharibari and Phansidewa. 


Cn 2; May 1967 a police party was attacked by a group of 
peasants in a village under Naxalbary PS. Three policemen 
were injured, of whom inspector Wangdi died in a hospital. On 
21 77av another police party was surrounded by a group of vil- 
lagers ,nciuding a few women. This time the police fired result- 
ing .n tre death of 10 villagers. 


S nce the extremist leaders of the Naxalbari movement hai 


no.“ secejed from the CPM till then, both the CPM and the 
UF government were put into a difficult position as a result of 
this movement. The attitude of the CPM however stiffened 
grad aa:.y following the broadcast of the Peking Radio (28 June 
1¢€7 appiauding the Naxalbari movement and publication in 
t5e People's Daily of an article entitled "Spring Thunder Over 
lnd.a“ on 5 July 1967. They expelled Charu Mazumdar and his 
follovers from the party 

before the UF government decided upon a course of police 
a.t.cn. it tr.ed to get in touch with the leadership of the Naxal- 
ber movement, negotiate with them and arrive at a political 
settlement A team of 7 cabinet ministers consisting of Biswa- 
nath Mukherjee, Hare Kr.shna Konar, Sushil Dhara and four 
others went to Naxalbari. They toured the affected villages in 
a jeep and held public meetings in Naxalbari, Kharibari and 
Phan-.deva. A leaflet signed jointly by Bishwanath Mukherjee 
znd the late Hare Krishna Konar, then president and secretary 
cf the state kisan sabha, respectively was circulated locally. 
B :hwanatn Mukherjee also went to Siliguri Jail and talked to 
tuose wo had been held in connection with the movement. He 
a so met and talked to Charu Mazumdar at his residence so as 
to reach a political settlement. Mukherjee made certain con- 
¿rete proposals to him which Mazumdar subsequently rejected. 


4. The Naxa'tte Movement by Sankar Ghosh, pp 150-51. 


5 


11 


The second phase of the Naxalbari movement in West Ben- 
gal started shortly after the second UF government in the state 
had been sworn in. It erupted out at Dharampur village under 
Gopiballavpur PS of Midnapur on 2 September 1969. This time 
the movement assumed the form of a campaign for annihilation 
of class enemies, which in plain words meant simple killing. 
According to reports published in Desabrati, between 2 Sep- 
tember 1969 and 17 April 1970 some 60 class enemies had been 
annihilated in villages under the two police stations of Debra 
and Gopiballavpur 10 more persons had been injured. 

In an article published in Liberation later, Charu Mazumdar 
had characterised this annihilation campaign as a higher form 
of class struggle and the starting point of guerilla war. 

Meanwhile the CPML had been officially formed—the date of 
its foundation coinciding with the hundredth birthday of 
V. I. Lenin, i e. 22 April 1969. On 1 May that year, the CPML 
organised a public meeting at Saheed Minar Maidan, Calcutta, 
where the formation of the party was announced by Kanu 
Sanyal. 

Their relation with the CPM had been deteriorating very 
fast. By the time the All-India Coordination Committee of 
Communist Revolutionaries was formed (November 1967) as a 
step towards formation of a new party, there was practically 
no love lost between them. Clashes had taken place as early 
as June 1967. CPM volunteers had crashed into the office of 
the Deshhitaishi on 28 June 1967, drove the rebels out and took 
possession of the office Clashes among the student activists of 
the CPM and student coordination committee of the communist 
revolutionaries were particularly severe. 

So when the CPML was officially formed and announcement 
to that effect was publicly made, the attitude of the CPM was 
already stiff. On 1 May 1969 the ruling united front was hold- 
ing another rally to celebrate May Day in another part of the 
maidan Jyoti Basu, deputy leader of the united front and 
minister in charge of home (police), was among the speakers 
In the course of his speech Basu characterised the naxals in 
West Bengal as partly political and partly antisoc:a!. He warn- 
ed that the latter would be treated strictly accord:ng to law 
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and naxals guilty of criminal offences would be treated at par 
with ordinary criminals. 

There were clashes; and the police heavily teargassed the 
naxals who dispersed temporarily but reassembled soon after 
to hold their meeting. 

Expressing concern over the clashes and the police attack 
on the naxalite rally on 1 May 1969, the central secretariat of 
the CPI issued a statement. The attitude of Jyoti Basu, deputy 
chief minister of the UF government in West Bengal, was cri- 
ticised. While acknowledging the urgency of conducting an 
ideological campaign against the wrong political-ideological 
position of the CPML, the central secretariat m their state- 
ment pointed out that it was wrong to identify the naxals 
with the antisocials or to depend on police to deal with them. 
They emphatically stated that such action would only provide 
the police and other reactionary forces with pretexts to tor- 
ture them. Characterising the police attack as wholly unwar- 
ranted, the central secretariat expressed hope that the UF gov- 
ernment in West Bengal would view the emergence of naxalite 
movement from a correct ideological and political perspective.® 

Earlier, Kalantar had published an editorial appealing to the 
newly-formed CPML to unite with the toiling people in their 
struggle. Umty, the editorial pointed out, was needed especially 
among those who professed Marxism-Leninism? 

The struggle at Gopiballavpur was organised by the West 
Bengal-Bihar-Orissa border region committee of which Asim 
Chatterjee was the secretary. He was assisted by Santosh Rana 
and his brother Mihir Rana. Both Asim Chatterjee and San- 
tosh Rana were declared “proclaimed offenders" by the gov- 
ernment of West Bengal and a reward of Rs 5000 was declared 
on information which might lead to the arrest of either. 

Police action was severe in Debra and Gopiballavpur. Con- 
tingents of Eastern Frontier Rifle were deployed in the area. 
A large number of police camps were set up and steps were 
taken to coordinate the police actions of three adjoining states, 
namely, West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. The border region 
committee retahated by extending the area of their operation 


S. Kalantar, 11, 12 May 1969. 
6. Kalantar, 3 May 1969. 


to villages under four more police stations—Kharagpur Local, 
Sankrail, Keshpur and Chakulia. 


Partners in the UF ministry in West Bengal, especially the 
CPI, reacted very sharply to this elaborate police arrange- 
ment, more particularly to the deployment of EFR to deal with 
the naxals. Dr Ranen Sen, then secretary, West Bengal state 
council, CPI, issued a statement to the press criticising severely 
the police and paramilitary operation at Debra and Gopiballav- 
pur He resented very strongly the permission granted to the 
EFR to use light machine guns and grenades against the naxals. 
The police was authorised to arrest not only the naxals but 
also the.r sympathisers indiscriminately. Dr Sen characterised 
this as an assault on the people. In his statement Dr Sen urged 
upon all concerned to fight the extremist politics politically 
instead of relying on police and bureaucratic action.’ 


Ananta Majee, secretary, West Bengal kisan sabha, also 
issued a statement demanding immediate suspension of the 
largescale police torture on the people of Debra and Gopi- 
ballavpur. He stated that dependence on police and bureau- 
cracy was contrary to the principles the united front stood 
for" 

Kalantar had earlier objected editorially to the method of 
tackling the naxals at Debra and Gopiballavpur The editorial 
bad pointed out that the whole of the united front was being 
led into a blind alley by relying exclusively on police action 
in the matter of dealing with the naxals. The opportunist poli- 
cy of the CPM leaders in the UF, it said, was tarnishing the 
image of the front itself Kalantar counselled caution for the 
home department before it was too late? 


In a centre-page article published in Kalantar on 19 Decem- 
ber 1969 an attempt was made to analyse the reasons for the 
poor and landless peasants of Debra and Gopiballavpur taking 
to the extremist way. The questions of classification of the 
naxalite prisoners inside jail and humane treatment towards 
them were taken up for the first time in this article. It was 
allezed that the naxalite prisoners of Debra and Gopiballavpur 


7. Kalantar, 11 December 1969, 
8. Ibid. 
9. Kalantar, 8 December 1969. 


were being denied both. They were treated like ordinary cri- 
minals. 


The article sharply demanded that the naxalite movement, 
misdirected as it was, had to be recognised as a political move- 
ment and the prisoners held in connection with this movement 
had to be granted political status. Persons found not guilty must 
be set free unconditionally. The article urged for a political 
settlement of the problem. 

The CPI in West Bengal did not, however, stop at that. 
Kanai Bhowmik, then minister in charge of cooperatives, visit- 
ed the troubled areas of Gopiballavpur on 14 December 1969. 
The party also organised one big rally at Madatalla, Debra, on 
18 January 1970. Kanai Bhowmik addressed the meeting and 
explained that there could be no partial solution for the pro- 
blems of Debra or of any other part of the state. The problem 
of poverty was an all-India problem and needed a total 
solution. 


Deben Das and several other communist leaders from Midna- 
pur district toured the affected villages, notwithstanding the 
security risk that, on occasions, it had entailed. 


The issue was posed quite sharply ín the state legislative as- 
sembly as well. On 23 Februray 1970 Arun Sen, then a mem- 
ber of the state legislature from Garden Reach, Calcutta, ques- 
tioned the propriety of deploying Eastern Frontier Rifle at 
Debra and Gopiballavpur. Arun Sen complained further that 
the people of Debra and Gopiballavpur had been living in an 
atmosphere of fear and intimidation, which the elaborate po- 
lice arrangement in that area had engendered. He urged upon 
the government to make an inquiry. 


IV 


Following the first party congress of the CPML, held in Cal- 
cutta in May 1970, urban operation of the party registered a 
sharp rise. Offices, libraries and laboratories of schools and 
colleges were ransacked. Statues of national leaders were de- 
secrated and smashed. Huge bonfires were made of gandhian, 
American and Soviet literatures. 


This form of urban action, however, very soon gave way to 


9 


their annihilation campaign. In Calcutta the pol:ce consta'*.es 
on traffic duty became their easiest targets. 


These city actions, especially the desecration of statues of 
the leaders of national and cultural movement like Rabinara- 
nath, Rammohan, Iswar Chandra, Subhas Bose, etc, earned 
them a disrepute and estranged them considerably from tae 
urban middle class who had otherwise been sympathe:.c to 
their dauntless dedication. 

City actions did them another disservice It gave their r-o.e- 
ment an antisocial fringe, whose actions further outraged the 
urban middle class. 

In order to deal with the naxalite action-squads in trtan 
areas the police also raised an auxiliary force from the t.:an 
poor, the city roughs or the mastans as they are popu:ariy 
called. Many of them had connections with the underwor.d. 
They constituted, as it were, the antisocial fringe of the po..ce. 
The auxiliary police force that had been formed at that t me 
gained considerable notoreity. From then on encounters te- 
tween the police and the naxals became practically a matter 
of everyday routine. The naxals were steadily losing ground 
to the police. Clashes would inevitably result in the deatas of 
naxalite activities. Sometimes the police would themselves 
fabricate encounter stories to cover their cold-blooded murder 
of the naxalites. 

When in March 1970 the second UF government fell in West 
Bengal and president's rule was clamped down on the s:a'e 
for the second time, some very important decisions were taken 
at the highest level which gave further freedom to the police 
in dealing with the naxalites. Kalantar made a front-page story 
of one such high-level meeting where topmost administrat.ve 
and police personnel were present. Elaborate schemes were 
supposed to have been drawn up in that meeting to put an end 
to the naxalite activities. Kalantar further alleged that the ad- 
ministration had sought permission from the centre to keep the 
naxalite prisoners under detention without trial.“ The same 
day V. C. Shukla told the Lok Sabha that the West Bengal gov- 
ernment had requested the centre to enact preventive detent:on 


10. Kalantar, 29 April 1970. 
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laws so that the naxalite prisoners might be held in detention 
without trial.!! 

Kalantar objected editorially to these proposals. It criticised 
the CPML for their irresponsible actions. But at the same time 
the editorial note pointed out that the naxals, however mis- 
directed they might be, were not ordinary criminals. The all- 
pervading sense of frustration and the total lack of stability in 
the society they lived in, turned these dauntless youths to a 
wrong politics and made them its victims. It would be wholly 
wrong to treat their problems as one of law and order. Kalan- 
tar urged for organising united resistance to the enactment of 
such undemocratic acts as the PDA to deal with the naxals. 
Only the united endeavour of democratic forces. it said, could 
fight their wrong politics 

In one such conference of the top administrators an unusual 
decision was taken. The practice of compulsory executive in- 
quiry into every case of police firing, which under the rules 
had to be held, was suspended. Another important decision 
that was taken at about the same time was to entrust the de- 
tective department of Calcutta police with the task of dealing 
with the extremist movement. 

Police offensive against the naxals had already intensified. 
These decisions gave them practically a free hand in cracking 
down upon them. In September 1970 four young men were 
shot dead by the police in an alleged encounter near Calcutta 
University late at night. 21 naxalite youths were killed and 7 
injured in police firing between 30 October and 9 November 
that year.'- On 20 November 1970 four naxalite youths were 
shot dead at Beliaghata. A team of MPs including V. K Krish- 
na Menon, Hiren Mukerjee, S Badruddoza, Arun Prakash 
Chatterjee and several others came to Calcutta and investigat- 
ed the incident. Several eyewitnesses told them that the story 
of encounter was a police concoction. The four youths had been 
shot down by the police officers in cold blood. They had carried 
the dead bodies in the police van and sought to cover up the 
bloodstains with sand. 

About the same time another case of ghastly murder ap- 


11. Kalantar, 30 April 1970. 
12. The Naxalite Movement by Sankar Ghosh, pp 159-60. 
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mental to the democratic movement, stood in the way of build- 
ing left and democratic unity in the state and helped virtually 
tne forces of right-reaction. That a section of the antisocials 
had definitely associated themselves with the naxals was also 
beyond dispute But it would be wrong, the resolution said, 
to indentify the naxals with the antisocials or to characterise 
them as ClA-agents. They were political. workers although 
misguided. 

It was further pointed out in the resolution that the attitude 
of the CPM regarding the naxals had nothing in common with 
those of other left parties in West Bengal They had relied 
more on bureaucratic methods in dealing with them and had 
built up their own gang to engage in clashes with the naxals. 
It was because of them that clashes between the CPM and the 
naxals had become an everyday phenomenon. 


The resolution finally appealed to the workers of the CPML 
to desist from their path of wrong politics and join the main- 
stream of united struggle." 

Earlier, participating in the Lok Sabha debate on the inci- 
dents at Calcutta and Jadavpur universities, Indrajit Gupta 
stated that the problem was not one of law and order. He warn- 
ed the home minister that granting an overwhelming authority 
to the police would only result in graver consequences." 


VI 


A new munistry took over in the state in 1972. The CPI had 
fought the election in alliance with the Congress but did not 
join the ministry. The ministry consisted of congressmen alone. 
The Naxalbari movement had practically been over by then. 
Thousands of their activists were in jail awaiting trial. The 
administration denied them the benefit of classification and re- 
fused to grant them the status of political prisoners. Living 
condition in the jails war far below normal, food substandard 
and treatment to the naxalite prisoners was inhuman. 


Accounts of police repression in jail as well as in police lock- 


15. Political and Organisational Report of the 12th Conference of WB 
State Council, CPI, pp 44-46. 
16. Kalantar, 18 April 1970. 
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up "ere appearing in the daily press. Deaths were reported 
vo:h from w.thin and without. One such incident took place 
near the Al.pur Jail gate on 3 October 1973. A young man 
was severely beaten by a number of half-naked police cons- 
iat les. They came out of the Alipur Jail compound The young 
man was trving to run away. As a result of severe beating the 
man fell unconscious and was dragged inside the jail in that 
uncenscious state. He died soon after. 

G rudas Das Gupta, secretary, Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha, 
visted the spot where the young man was actually beaten up 
(Rakhal Das, Addy Road, Chetla) and collected written state- 
ments from a number of eyewitnesses. 

Cn 4 October 1973 Bhupesh Gupta issued a statement expres- 
sing concern at the manner torture was being perpetrated on 
the naxal.te prisoners on the flimsy plea of socalled attacks by 
them. He aemanded a thorough inquiry into the death of Basu 
Roy who d.ed as a result of police assault. Bhupesh Gupta said 
that it was extremely regrettable that the police were resorting 
to inhuman torture again. He drew the attention of the state 
government and demanded that beating and other methods of 
police torture be stopped '7 

Biswanath Mukherjee also talked to the state chief minister 
and requested him to stop all such incidents without delay. 

Bandimukt: O Ganatantrik Adhikar Raksha Committee 
which was formed at the direct initiative of the Paschim Banga 
Yuna Sanz^a and included eminent personalities like Viveka- 
nanda Mukrerjee, Mrinal Sen etc. also demanded a judicial 
inquiry into the Alipore Jail gate incident through a press 
Statement 

A movercent for the release of political prisoners, expeditious 
trial, better living condition and humane treatment in jail had 
started earl.er. The CPI in West Bengal and the allied mass or- 
ganisations, especially the Yuba Sangha, stood at the forefront 
of this movement. Others took up the cause subsequently and 
lent thereby a wider dimension to this movement. 

On 25 September 1973 Paschim Banga Yuba Sabha had orga- 
nised a jo.nt demonstration with the naxalites in Calcutta de- 
manding release of the naxalite prisoners and scrapping of all 


* 17. Kalantar, 5 October 1973. 


vndemocratic acts. In 1 October 1973 Gurudas Das Gupta, se- 
cretary, PBYS, wrote one long letter to the prime munister 
complaining that the political prisoners in West Bengal jails 
were being subjected to inhuman treatment. It was a p:ty. he 
wrote. that while hoarders and blackmarketeers were treated as 
class one prisoners, the naxals were treated like cr.minals. He 
requested the prime minister's personal intervention .nto the 
matter "^ He urged for a united movement of all democratic 
people of the state, irrespective of their political affil.ation and 
belief, to secure the release of political pmsoners '? 


' On 15 October 1973 Gurudas Das Gupta wrote to the prime 
minister again. This time he requested her intervent.on for 
the improvement of living condition of the political prisoners 
and for suspension of all tortures on them. Das Gurta de- 
manded status of political prisoners and the beneht of ciassiti- 
cation for the naxalite prisoners. 

Towards the close of the month Gurudas Das Gupta met K. 
C. Pant, the union minister of state for home affairs, and sub- 
mitted to him a memorandum addressed to the prime m.nister. 
In this memorandum Das Gupta appealed to the pr.me mini- 
ster to take a humane attitude towards the naxalite pr.soners. 
Das Gupta also complained that the prime ministers appeal to 
the state chief minister for proper treatment of the naxalite 
prisoners was not being heeded.” 

* The naxalite prisoners in Midnapore Jail went on an :ndefi- 
mte hungerstrike on and from 16 November 1973 to realise 
their demand for classification and recognition of ther status 
as political prisoners. They also demanded exped.tious settle- 
ment of all cases pending against them. Express:ng sohdarity 
with the hungerstriking prisoners, the Midnapur district com- 
mittee of the party organised demonstrations and street.corner 
meetings on 18 November 1973. 'They sent telegrams to Bhu- 
pesh Gupta at New Delhi, Biswanath Mukherjee and to the 
state chief minister, Siddhartha Sankar Ray seeking their im- 
mediate intervention. The following day. Gurdas Das Gupta 
issued a press statement urging upon the people of West Bengal 


18. Kalantar, 2 October 1973. 
19. Kalantar, 11 October 1973. 
20. Kalantar, 28 October 1973. 
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to take active initiative in the matter of saving the lives of those 
naxalite youths who had resorted to hungerstrike ?! 


In a press statement Bhupesh Gupta expressed his concern 
cver the cond:tion of the hungerstriking naxalite prisoners at 
Midnapur Ja.! It was extremely reprehensible, he stated, 
that the young prisoners were treated in a manner that was 
much worse than what was meted out to the political prisoners 
under British rule. He demanded humane treatment for the 
naxalite prisoners. 

Rajnaitik Bandimukti O° Ganatantrik Adhikar Raksha Com- 
mittee held a press conference at Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha 
office, Lower Circular Road, Calcutta. Gurudas Das Gupta, 
general secretary of the organisation, informed the press that 
eminent personalities like Vivekananda Mukherjee, Mrinal Sen, 
Pannalal Das Gupta and Ruma Guha Thakurta had sent tele- 
grams to the prime minister urging upon her to intervene They 
had also expressed their support for the legitimate demands of 
the naxalite prisoners. Apart from Das Gupta, Promode Sen- 
gupta and Jayashree Rana attended the press conference.” 

On 23 November 1973 a huge meeting was held at Midnapore 
demanding release of all political prisoners and humane treat- 
ment for them while in jail. Deben Das, a veteran leader of the 
state Communist Party, presided over the meeting. Sudhakar 
Reddy, president, All India. Youth Federation, Gurudas Das 
Gupta, general secretary, Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha, and 
Jayashree Rana spoke at the meeting. 

Gopal Banerjee, secretary, WB state council of the CPI, wrote 
to the chief minister, government of West Bengal, on 21 Novem- 
ber 1973 requesting him to intervene. He also requested him 
to concede the demands of the hungerstriking naxal:te prison- 
ers at Midnapore Jail and recognise their status as political pri- 
soners. Banerjee reminded the chief munister that political 
prisoners during 1948 50 had, through a movement, effected a 
change in the jail code wnich allowed for recognition as poli- 
tical prisoners of all those who were held in connection with 
democratic, tradeunion and kisan movement. 





21. Kalantar, 20 November 1973. 
22. Kalantar, 23 November 1973. 
23. Ibid. 
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The same day 25 leading :ntellectuals of West Bengal includ- 
ing Susobhan Sarkar, Bishnu Dey, Suchitra M tra, Pannalal 
Das Gupta, Mrinal Sen. Santosh Bhattacharya, Niras Bose, 
Kalyan Dutta etc. issued a statement. They expressed the.r 
support for the just and democratic demands ci sne hunger- 
striking prisoners at Midnapore Jail and urged :.pon the gov- 
ernment to consider the:r demands sympethetcajy, expedite 
their trial or else. release them 

The issue was raised in the parliament on 29 November 1973 
by Hiren Mukerjee He complained that pol.t:cal prisoners 
were being tortured in West Bengal as well as .n other parts 
of the country. He demanded a discussion on th.s :ssue and re- 
quested the government to make a stateme :*^* 


Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha was trying to bu:ld up a move- 
ment throughout the state for the release of gci:t.cal prisoners, 
for suspension of police torture on them, for recognition of 
their status as political prisoners and for humane behaviour 
towards them. Rallies were held in Calcutta and faraway areas 
on the basis of the aforesaid demands towards the close of 1973 
and in early 1974. 

On 10 March 1974 Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha organised a 
mammoth rally in Calcutta. The demands included uncondi- 
tional release of all political prisoners and suspension of police 
tortures on them, Bhupesh Gupta had issued another statement 
on 5 March 1974 expressing grave concern over the detention 
of thousands of naxalite prisoners without trial Gupta com- 
plained that in the majority of cases no charge had even been 
substantiated against them. He drew the attention of the union 
home minister and the prime minister and urged upon them to 
release the prisoners. He also stated that the matter had time 
and again been referred to in the parliament and the govern- 
ment had always assured that the cases would -be looked into. 
But nothing had yet been done To spoil the career of so many 
young men was a crime, he concluded. 

Kalantar followed up this demand editonally on 7 March 
1974. The naxalite youths were guided bv a wrong ideology, 
the paper pointed out. but that could never te a ground for 
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holding them in detention :ndetinitely. It demanded that the 
naxalite prisoners be tried .n a court of law expeditiously or 
set free 

In that leading article 1t was further stated that revengeful 
acts against any particular ideology was undemocratic. Besides, 
it was fraught with ominous consequences. If it was allowed to 
pass, any poliucal party that might differ with the ruling au- 
thority might be subjected to attack and persecution The way 
to deal with political differences was reason and polemical de- 
bate. Kalantar urged upon the government to desist from the 
path of revenge and adopt a reasonable and humane attitude 
towards the naxalite prisoners. 

The demand for unconditional release of all political prison- 
ers was also voiced by the convention of communist writers, 
artists and cultural workers held in Calcutta on 9 March 1974. 

Around this time Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha and Paschim 
Banga Yuba Congress proposed a joint convention on this issue. 
Gurudas Das Gupta of the Yuba Sangha and Sudip Bandyapa- 
dhaya of Yuba Congress issued a joint statement. In this state- 
ment they stated that thousands of political prisoners were 
languishing in West Bengal jails; many of them were held 
without trial. The administration denied them the status of po- 
litical prisoners and deprived them of the most elementary 
human rights which every citizen was entitled to. Medical and 
library facilities they lacked. nor did they have the opportu- 
nity of meeting their relations periodically. In many cases even 
the right to legal defence was denied to them. 

The statement asserted that if the right to humane treatment 
while in jail was denied, people might lose faith in the demo- 
cratic structure itself.” 

The West Bengal state council of the CPI organised a march 
to the legislative assembly on 21 March 1974. The demands in- 
cluded release of political prisoners and suspension of tortures 
on them. 

The issue was also raised in the Bengal legislative assembly 
on 27 March 1974 by Satya Ghosal, then a CPI MLA from 
Chandrakona. Midnapore. He said that he differed with the 
naxalite ideology and their strategy. But nothing could be more 
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a^ominable than refusing them the status of political prisoners. 
Tae practice of granting such status on the basis of police cer- 
t..cates was extremely unhealthy, he contended, and criticised 
sharply the way they were being tortured for extraction of 
confessions. 

He suggested that a team of representatives be constituted 
with members of the legislative assembly. The team would col- 
lect information on the state of affairs in the jails and would 
submit it for the cons.deration of the assembly 

Kalantar supported the demand through an editorial pub- 
Lshed on 29 March 1974 

Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha and West Bengal state unit of 
the AISF organised a mass civil-disobedience movement on 14 
April 1971 to realise a number of demands including the re- 
lease of all political prisoners They went on a day's token 
hungerstrike on 23 April 1974 both inside and outside jail to 
put pressure upon the authorities to concede the demands of 
the naxalite prisoners. There were about 1000 yuba-sangha and 
SF workers in jail at that time They were imprisoned in con- 
nection with the civil disobedience movement they had orga- 
nised earlier. They were themselves denied the status of poli- 
tical prisoners When they went on a hungerstrike the naxalite 
prisoners also participated, thereby turning it into a solidarity 
action. 

The naxalite prisoners in West Bengal jails started an in- 
definite hungerstrike on and from 17 May 1974 for recognition 
of their status as political prisoners as well as for human rights 
inside jail. On the same day Gurudas Das Gupta issued a state- 
ment to the press urging upon the government to concede the 
Gemands of the hungerstriking naxalite prisoners.” 

The CPI prisoners inside Presidency Jail along with pri- 
soners belonging to nine other left parties went on a day's 
hungerstrike to express their solidarity with the hungerstriking 
prisoners.^* 

On 30 May 1974 Bhupesh Gupta visited Presidency and Ah- 
pore jails to meet the hungerstriking naxalite prisoners 
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Since the naxalite prisoners had all been bedsridden, they had 
to meet them in their wards. Bhupesh Gupta talked to Asim 
Chatterjee and Santosh Rana in Alipore and Presidency jails. 

Bhupesh Gupta expressed his resentment, through a press 
statement, at the total inaction of the state government and 
stated that he would talk to the prime minister and the presi 
dent of the republic on this issue. 

The following day, 1€. on 31 May 1974, Biswanath Mukher- 
jee wrote to the chief minister, government of West Bengal, 
drawing his attention to the hungerstrike by the naxalite pri- 
soners He expressed his hope that the government would take 
a reasonable and humane attitude and would settle the master 
with the naxalite prisoners. 

Biswanath Mukherjee complained in his letter that the 
naxalite prisoners had sent a memorandum to the chief mnis- 
ter To that date, no reply had reached them. No minister ha! 
even cared to meet them. He suggested that none should be 
held without trial. In case there were specific charges, legal 
proceedings should be drawn up and person concerned should 
be tried expeditiously; otherwise the prisoners must be releas- 
ed. He also demanded recognition of status as political prisoners 
for the naxalites.?? 

The folowing day Kalantar published an editorial demand- 
ing, once more, expeditious trial and failing that unconditional 
release of political prisoners. The editorial note pointed out 
that the Communist Party had all through protested against 
treating the naxalite prisoners at par with the ordinary crumi- 
nals and antisocials. The naxalite prisoners, it was contended, 
were neither thieves nor thugs. Their wrong politics notwith- 
standing, they were political elements and were engaged in 
political movements. They were legitimately entitled to the 
status of political prisoners. And since they had themselves 
submitted their demands to the government, it was now the 
turn of the government to take initiative and negotiate with 
them. 

Eminent artists, litterateurs and educationists sent a telegram 
to the prime minister on 3 June 1974 expressing their support 
for the just and reasonable demands of the hungerstriking 
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prisoners. Among the signatories were Hiren Mukerjee. Gopal 
Halder, Subhas Mukherjee, Golam Quddus, Asoketaru Baner- 
Jee and several others ' 


The following day Gurudas Das Gupta and Chanchal Chakra 
borty of the BPSF issued a joint statement demanding status 
of political prisoner for the naxalites. They also appleaed to 
the state chief minister to help save the lives of young men 
held in jails. 


Series of articles were pubilshed in Kalantar from 6 June 
onwards on the issue of hungerstrike by the naxalite prisoners 
as well as on the broader issues of detention without trial and 
their release. 


A central rally and solidarity demonstration was organised 
on 9 June 1974 by Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha and BPSF at 
Subhodh Mallik Square, Calcutta. The rally was addressed 
among others by Golam Quddus, Dipen Banerjee, Annada 
Shankar Bhattacharya, Chanchal Chakraborty and Gurudas 
Das Gupta. Nandagopal Bhattacharya presided. 


The demonstration was stopped near Raj Bhavan at Espla- 
nade East, whereupon a meeting was held near Deckers Lane. 
Nandagopal Bhattacharya, Gurudas Das Gupta, Jayashree 
Rana and Samir Roy spoke. 


A deputation consisting of Gurudas Das Gupta. Naren Cha- 
kraborty, Chanchal Chakraborty, Sambhu Das, Dhiren Das 
Gupta, Pallab Sen Gupta and Dılp Chakraborty waited upon 
the governor of the state 

Subsequently the movement was taken up by a broader body 
of artists, litterateurs, journalists. educationists and cultural 
workers. A meeting was held at Calcutta University premises 
on 15 June 1974 to discuss ways and means for organising a 
broad-based movement. They prepared a time-bound program 
inciuding a rally at Subodh Mallik Square on 17 June 1974, a 
meeting of cultural workers on 2 July 1974, publication of a 
booklet on torture of political prisoners both inside and outside 
jail and mass signature campaign against the inhuman treat- 
ment of the naxalites °! 
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[n the meact..ze reports appeared in the press of tortures on 
woman prisone:» in Lalbazar police lockup. Gyan Singh Sohan- 
pal, minister ot taas dened through a statement the authenti- 
city of the news He told the press that he had himself met 
Rajshree Da» Z -pta and Meenakshee Sen Gupta. Neither of 
them had con:.rmed the allegations of torture reported to have 
been committea on them." 

The day Sohanpal's statement was published (21 June 19741) 
Jndrajit Gupta, a central secretariat member of the Communist 
Party of India, met Rajashree Das Gupta and Meenakshee Sen 
Gupta at Pres.iency Jail Indrajit Gupta talked to them for 
about an hour  Atter the interview, he stated categorically 
that what Sohaspal had said on the issue of torture of woman 
prisoners was waolly wrong and misleading. 

Éach of these woman prisoners had to spend a few days at 
Lalbazar police lockup in October 1973 and April 1974. Both 
of them had told him that while they were interrogated at 
Lalbazar pol.ce lockup, they were tortured and humiliated. 
The police had t.ed their hands firmly and had beaten them up. 
Taey were sti .ck even at their private parts. Burning cigarette- 
ends had been pressed into the forehead of another woman pri- 
soner. named B.jali Kundu They mentioned specifically the 
name of one poi.ce officer of the detective department in this 
connection (Runs Guha Neogi) Indrajit Gupta was accom- 
panied by Guru 1as Das Gupta. 

Indrajit Gupta demanded a thorough inquiry into these cases 
of inhuman benaviour. He suggested that a nonofficial person 
shouid be put in charge of this inquiry. * 

On 24 June 1974 Indrajit Gupta and Gurudas Das Gupta met 
Gyan Singh Sonanpal and told him how brutally the police had 
behaved with the woman prisoners at Lalbazar lockup. Sohaa- 
pal assured them that he would look personally into the mat- 
ler and would arrange medical treatment for them. 

Later, Indrajit Gupta and Gurudas Das Gupta called on the 
police commissioner, Calcutta, and submitted thar allegations 
in writing. They compiained that one particular police officer 
of the detecuve department was specially to be blamed. Guru- 
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das Das Gupta complained further that the way Rajashree Das 
Gupta had been beaten indicated that she had been undressed 
before that. 

The police commissioner assured them that he would depute 
one officer of the DIG rank to conduct the inquiry. He also as- 
sured them that thenceforward a lady police officer would be 
posted while interrogating woman prisoners. '* 

Indra; t Gupta also wrote to the prime minister Indira 
Gandhi. He requested her to institute an inquiry into the tor- 
ture of woman prisoners in Presidency Jail. 

From a personal inquiry, Indrajit Gupta wrote, he had come 
to know that in Lalbazar police lockup wo.nan prisoners were 
subjected to "physical tortures apart from various forms of 
humaiiation and insults to wh.ch women would be particularly 
vulnerable". He requested the prime minister to pun:sh the 
officers directly responsible for practising such abominable 
methods of ‘interrogation’ on younger girls.“ 

In July 1974 another incident of police attack resulted in the 
death of a young man called Prabir Dutta. The event caused 
considerable consternation among the democratic masses 


A few drama groups, ‘Silhouette’ being the foremost among 
them, had been staging open-air drama at Curzon Park, Cal- 
cutta The police suspected extremist association with some of 
these groups, especially with Silhouette. They had been trying 
to break up their performance. 

On 20 July 1974 a procession of cultural workers was brought 
out. The police attacked the procession, made a lathicharge and 
arrested several people who had no connection with the proces: 
sion. The leading workers of the Silhouette group, including its 
director, Bir Sen, and secretary, Prabir Chowdhury, were ar- 
rested. Prabir Dutta died as a result of police attack. His body 
was sent to the Medical College for post-mortem The police 
refused to hand over the dead body to his relatives. 


Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha staged a demonstration at Me- 
dical College and forced the authorities to detain the body un- 
til a proper identification was made. 
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Later a statement signed by several important personalities 
connected with the theatre world was issued The statement 
demanded unconditional release of all those who had been ar- 
rested on 20 July 1974 at Curzon Park, impart.al inquiry into 
the death of Frabir Dutta, penal measures against the police 
officers responsible for that day's incident, freedom for the 
drama groups to stage their plays, restoration of democratic 
nights to the people and suspension of undemocratic practices 
like detention without trial, assault and murder. The signa- 
tories were Mrinal Sen, Utpal Dutta, Ajitesh Banerjee, Badal 
Sarkar, Tapash Sen, Mohit Chattopadhyay and Gurudas Das 
Gupta A committee was formed which functioned from the 
FBYS office at Lower Circular Road, Calcutta. 

A convention was held at the University Institute Hall on 
3 August 1974 to protest against the police atrocities on drama 
workers at Curzon Park Apart from the aforesaid demands, 
the convention demanded release of all political prisoners and 
suspension of police intervention in democratic movements 

The convention decided to address an open letter to the 
prime minister detailing tlie attacks on democratic rights, on 
films and dramas by the police and administration The con- 
vention also decided to lead one mass deputation to the state 
government on 4 September. 

The movement that had been initiated by the CPI in West 
Bengal and its allied mass organisations especially by the 
Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha as early as in 1971 was thus turn- 
ng into a mighty wave with newer sections of people joining 
m It would have turned into a huge upsurge if the CPM would 
lend their cooperation and had the internal emergency not in- 
tervened As soon as the emergency measures were slackened 
the party took up once again the campaign for the release of 
political prisoners. The election manifesto of the party high 
rghied tnis demand. One constant theme of the innumerable 
election meetings the party spokesmen addressed was prison- 
ere’ reiease. 

When the left-front government in West Bengal decided to 
declare general amnesty for the pol.tical prisoners, the party 
welcomed it. Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha also congratulated 
the governments of West Bengal and Kerala for their decisions 
to release all political prisoners through a press statement. 
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The statement demanded that persons held in connection with 
political or democratic movement must automatically be 
granted the status of political prisoners, torture in jail or in 
police custody should be treated as a cognisable offence, woman 
prisoners should be interrogated by lady police officers or at 
least they must be present while interrogating them. All these 
changes have been demanded time and again. The party would 
expect that the new government in the state will now accept 
them. 
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WHAT CPI DID FOR NAXALITES IN ANDHRA 


B. MALLIKARJUNA RAO 


Nowadays many politicians are severely condemning the bru- 
tal repression and inhuman killings of naxalites in Andhra 
Pradesh and elsewhere, issuing strongly-worded statements 
demanding action against the culprits. The monopoly press is 
publishing them prominently and also long detailed reports of 
incidents of torture ete It is good, though it took about a décace 
for them to do all this. 


But when largescale torture and killing were still goigg™on 
it was the CPI alone that strongly opposed these police mwaoos 
and campaigned, agitated and built up public opinion, besidé* 
organising their defence in courts. Of course, the CPI correctly 
assessed, ana!ysed and understood the nature ot the movement 
in those early days. Firmly disapproving the suicidal path they 
had chosen and warning the young inexperienced revolution- 
aries against the disastrous effects that are bound to be clamped, 
the CFI did all it could, by utilising all resources and forces at 
its command. to retrain them from following their wrong path 
and to save their lives as far as possible. 


When we go back to 1967-68, when the naxalite type of move- 
ment commenced in the hilly tribal parts of Srikakulam dis- 
trict, the situation and trends of various forces were as follows: 
the government was decisively trying to liquidate the movement 
and using coercive machinery, the landlord representatives in 
the congress leadership in the state and also at the centre were 
raising a hv« and cry and bringing pressures on the government, 
while the other major rightist political parties, Swatantra and 
Jana Sangh, were much annoyed with the state government for 
the "delay" in crushing the movement in the bud. They called 
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naxalites thugs, murderers, looters, eriminals and what not 
(now their exhortations are quite different for very many 
reasons) and they also tried to utilise this to attack entire com- 
munist movement and all genuine mass struggles. 

The other left party in Andhra Pradesh, the CPM, which 
should bear the entire responsiblity for the adventuristic trends 
and splitting of the communist movement was very angry 
against naxalites and went to the extent of even calling naxa- 
lites as “antisocial”, "agents of CIA, CBI” and termed them as 
"barking dogs" etc. and later made physical attacks too. 

When actually cold-blooded murder was taking place in the 
name of socalled encounters and when the naxalites or their 
sympthisers—a large number of them innocent tribals—were 
being tortured in the "concentration camps"... did these CPM 
or other champions open their mouth? A big NO 1s the answer. 

Naxalites, because of their wrong understanding and the 
maoist ideology to which they succumbed, have abused the 
CPI in more severe and filthy words than they used against 
any other party. But the CPI argued with them seriously, tried 
to convince them about their wrong ideological positions and 
formulations and did all it could to help them come out of the 
most disastrous path. 


Any serious student of politics should also keep in mind how 
the CPI did not just confine itself to advice and ideological 
arguments, but simultaneously showed the alternate correct 
path through its mass actions On one side it was fighting the 
separatist agitation engineered by the rightist forces and on 
the other mobilising the toiling millions in the struggles for 
land and fight against exploitation in the tribal as well as plain 
areas of rural Andhra. 


It was in Srikakulam district that the naxalite movement 
first began in this state with the shooting of two commun'st 
workers in a village called Levidi in October 1967 Fy the 
landlords. The first armed resistance was reported in the 
village Peda Karaja in March 1968 in which two extremists 
were killed by the police. By that time the government had 
already sent armed police to that area, and the extremists 
were not yet prepared. In one of the reports on Srikakulam in 
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the Liberation it is sad that “renegade Sundarayya and his 
clique were the main cause of our failure. Due to confidence in 
him we could not see through the treachery of this clique..." 
Finaly after much argument and counterargument among the 
naxalites, armed resistance was decided on 25 November 1968 
which is generally known as 25th November program. Then 
naxalites organised squads and started raids against landlords, 
usurers and contractors and according to reports in Liberation 
Rs 5 lakh worth of loan bonds, promissory notes and titles 
undertaken by the tribals were snatched away from the exploi- 
ters and burnt. After the Srikakulam district the movement 
spread to the forest areas of the districts of Khammam and 
Warangal in the beginning of 1969. 


The case of Srikakulam, as C. Rajeswara Rao in one of his 
articles explained, is typical. At the time of the split in the 
united party in 1964 almost the whole district, barring a few 
members and leaders, went to the CPM and at the time of fur- 
ther split in the CPM state committe the whole lot including the 
leadership of the district went over to naxalbaris Nobody is 
left in the CPM even to hold its flag In the same way the 
party units that were in the forest areas of Khammam and 
Warangal also went over to the CPM and later to the naxalites. 

The party units in the forest areas of Visakhapatnam and 
Adilabad districts have remained with the CPI and normal 
movement and agitation on the demands of the tribal people 
took place there. 

In the months of May and June 1968, when the majority of the 
seven-member state secretariat of the CPM went in favour of 
extremism, the central committee had to nominate two more 
members in the state secretariat to have majority to its line. 
Four secretariat members—Tarimela Nagi Reddy, Chandra 
Pulla Reddy, Kolla Venkaiah, and Devulapalli Venkateswara 
Rao—then resigned their secretariat membership protesting 
against the “imposition” to create “artificial majority”. There 
were two trends among them—one section proposing attacks 
only against the landlords etc., while others arguing that 
attacks should be extended against the police personnel also. 

However only at the end of 1968 the naxalite type of strug- 
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gle took shape. The CPI immediately analysed the pheno- 
menon and understood it correctly. CPI general secretary 
C. Rajeswara Rao in a signed article published in New Age 
(5 January 1969) discussed the phenomenon in detail, the root 
cause, ideology and also clearly stated that "united militant 
mass movement" by the left parties, particularly the CPI and 
CPM, alone is the alternative to convince the misguided sec- 
tions of youth and students who in the main constitute the 
extremist groups in the country 


It wil be very useful to quote some excerpts from that 
article to understand how the party reacted to this new 
phenomenon: 


"The phenomenon of the communist-ultras is a political 
problem. Repression or condemnation will not solve it... it 
can be successfully fought only through a principled political 
and practical struggle going to the root of the problem... 

"Congress, swatantra and janasangh leaders and other re- 
actionaries are shouting hoarse about the danger of the ultras 
to the stability of our country. The monopoly press is exagger- 
ating out of proportion of the few  adventuristic act.ons of 
the ultras here and there with a view to mislead the public... 
It is creating the alibi for the offensive of the reactionary 
forces against the mass movements and for the atrocities being 
committed by the congress and other reactionary governments 
on the masses of the people fighting for their just demands... 
Every militant struggle of the landless people for land and 
better wages is being dubbed as Naxalbari action Even the 
struggles of the workers is being dubbed in that way... The 
game of the reactionary forces is ultimately to turn against 
entire communist movement, ie if they are allowed to have 
their way... 

"...Recent suffocating economic and political situation in 
the country provides a fertile soil for left-adventurism The 
capitalist path pursued by the congress leadersh'p has run 
into a deep crisis... The most downtrodden among them see 
no way out and frustration among them has grown immen- 
sely... 


"...The tribals continued under subhuman conditions in 
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all these 21 years. Their inhuman exploitation and open cheat- 
ing at the hands of contractors, profiteering merchants, land- 
lords and government officials is going on unabated despite 
many legal and constitutional safeguards and schemes for 
socalled upliftment of tribal people... 


*...Now the difference is that they no longer meekly sub- 
mit to their miserable fate and they are raising their voice 
aga nst the exploiters and the educated youth among the tri- 
bals are giving a fillip to this upsurge... 


"... Vast student community is in revolt today not only be- 
cause of suffocating conditions in the educational institutions 
but also of the spectre of unemployment that haunts them... 
also the political atmosphere in the country .. picture of ac- 
cumulation of vast resources at one end and the miserable 
poverty at the other end... 


"... Duty of the CPI and CPM and other left parties profess- 
ing social.sm is to channel this intense mass discontent into mili- 
tant mass movement and lead it towards the goal of new 
revolutionary-democratic order... More so the duty of the 
two communist parties to unite and mobilise other left and 
democratic parties into a united front and lead the mass move- 
ment. But not much was done in the way of consciously chan- 
nelling the discontent into countrywide and statewide mass 
movements... Half of the energy and resources of the two 
communist parties are being wasted in internecine struggle... 


"...The CPM, which propagated maoist theories, split the 
CPI, characterised the Indian situation as being revolutionary 
in 1962 itself, accused the CPI of sabotaging the revolutionary 
movement, has to bear the major responsibility for the emer- 
gence of the present left-adventurist trends in their party... 
Having be:n forced to give up left-adventurist positions in 
regard to Indian situation by the facts of life, the CPM leaders 
now accuse  ultraleftist groups as adventurists. They even 
accuse the naxalites as CIA and CBI agents....This sort of 
denunciation is not going to help the communist movement. 
What is required is deeper analysis of this phenomenon, honest 
self-critical attitude towards one's own mistakes and serious 
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attempts at winning over the erring comrades through adop- 
tion of eorrect policies and tactics...” 


C. Rajeswara Rao in his article also dealt with the ideology 
of the extremists, extensively quoting from their journals and 
pamphlets, and stressed the need to combat the erroneous views 
among the naxalites. 


He said that the few adventurist actions conducted by them 
in small pockets of Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala have 
ended in fiasco. 

“This is not new to the CPI. We had ourselves conduc“ed 
much t:gger armed guerilla actions in Telangana, Kakdw.p 
(Bengal) and Funnapra-Vayalar (Kerala) in the past... The 
present actions of the extremists pale inte insignificance when 
compared to the past actions... From the past experiences 
our party came to the conclusion long ego that in a country 
[ke India where considerable capitalist development has taken 
place and big modern industrial proletariat has come up... 
Chinese type of armed guerilla warfare leading to the capture 
of power has no place... India of 1967 is not China of 1927, 
it would be foolish and harmful adventure for anybody to 
attempt it now..." 


He also said. "No amount of decrying extremist groups will 
help the solution of the problem... What is needed is patient 
explanation of the harmful effects of their dogmatic theories 
and adventurist actions and taking effective steps to build up 
a militant mass movement as an alternative to their adven- 
turism... Left parties. above all the CPI and CPM, have to 
come together to build up united militant mass movement: - - 
Only this alternative will convince misguided sections of the 
youth and students who in the main constitute the extremist 
groups in the country..." 

That was the analysis of the CPI and party units at various 
levels were discussing and arguing with the naxalites to desis* 
from their path. 

In November 1968 veteran tradeunion leader Dr Raj Baha- 
dur Gour had written an open letter to Nagi Reddy. Amused 
by the young enthusiastic boys writing and painting the pic- 
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tures of rifles on the walls and roads, in his typical language 
Gour said: 


"You and I are not new to armed struggle when towards 
end of 1947 we took to arms in Telangana. no one would be- 
lieve that we drew sketches of guns and rifles on roads or on 
the walls. We did not first practise with toy guns and then 
take to real ones... 


“Our own history and the history of the revolutions all over 
the world teaches us that armed struggle is never the voluntary 
choice of the people. It is always imposed on them by the 
enemy... People take to arms when all other paths are barred. 
... Impatience for arms is no alternative to pat'ent work 
among the masses. One is shortlived romance and the other 
is hard real practical task... Honestly I was very much wor- 
ried... The youthful enthusiasm put to jud.cious revolut.on- 
ary mass work yields rich dividends, misplaced and misused it 
may yield to costly adventure and serious irreparable damage. 
We have lived through this experience also between 1946-50." 


Such was the advice and warning to the erring comrades 
from the CPI. 

In the issue dated 11 May 1969, New Age editorially com- 
menting on the formation of CPML, warned entire communist 
movement in the country that: "None of us should be unmind- 
ful of the fact that these erstwhile CPM members who have 
struck to the maoist positions are also communists. . Some 
with excellent record of dedicated service in the past to our 
common cause... Unity of the communist movement for 
which every honest Marxist-Leninist must work cannot afford 
to write off the naxalites and other extremists... Both the 
CPI and CPM owe special responsibility. more particularly the 
CPM. After all the extremists are products of split of 1963-64, 

“So far as the CPI is concerned it is pledged to spare no 
effort for building unity of the communist movement including 
the extremists... Our party is guided precisely ky this per- 
spective whatever d:fficulties or provocations may beset our 
path... 

"Al communists in our view are comrades who must join 
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their forces in a common united movement even if they happen 
to be organised in different parties for the time being... 

“We cannot appreciate the attitude of the CPM towards 
Kanu Sanyal and other extremists. It is absurd to treat them 
as outcasts or frequently denounce their activities as 'antiso- 
cial' or to go on threatening them... This subjective and 
hostile attitude can do no good to the communist movement, 
nor can help the erring communists to see their errors. . e 

CPI general secretary C. Rajeswara Rao in his second de- 
tailed article published in New Age, dated 29 June 1969 mainly 
dealt with the naxalite type of movement in Andhra Pradesh 
He said: 

"Nobody can question the honesty, sincerity of purpose and 
bravery of these young people participating in the naxalite 
movement. Some of them are known to me personally also A 
number of leaders of this movement were our o!d colleagues 
who were at the head of the old armed resistance movement 
of Telangana and Andhra regions. But the question is: what 
would be the final result of the present naxalite movement in 
Andhra Pradesh? Is it going to spread to the entire rural areas 
and f.nally engulf the cities leading to a victory as it happened 
in China?" 

Explaining the impossibility of the success of the path. he 
wrote: "There is not a ghost of chance for that tvpe of long- 
drawn-out armed guerilla warfare to succeed in India .. What 
has finally happened in Naxalbari itself? Why did it not extend 
to nearby areas?... When the governor's raj in West Bengal 
concentrated its forces and suppressed it the matter ended with 
it. The other pockets in which you are operating in Andhra 
Pradesh are also going to meet the same fate... Already re- 
ports are to hand that some of the good middle leaders have 
been killed by the police (in Andhra Pradesh)... For the pre- 
sent the government's hands are full with the separate Tel- 
angana movement Because of that perhaps they are not able 
to concentrate all their forces in the forest areas now... But 
once the Telangana problem is solved the whole armed might 
is going to be concentrated in these areas. Then it is going to 
be a serious matter... It is no use wasting your energies, mili- 
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tancy and courage in this direction... The path you have taken 
wil only help the reactionaries and other blood-suckers... 
They are happy and take this as godsent opportunity. . a 


II 


C Rajeswara Rao had also undertaken an extensive tour in 
the socalled disturbed areas and brought to hght the inhuman 
atrocities and brutal killing by police in the months of July 
and August of 1969. He addressed several meetings in Srika- 
kulam and Visakhapatnam districts where he exposed the re- 
ahties about the socalled encounters. 

It was exactly in those days that the top police officials ot 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and Madhya Pradesh met in Visakha- 
patnam where they decided to further enhance the repres- 
sion and additional forces were also dumped into Srikakulam. 
The meeting took place on 1! August 1969. 

In a detailed statement from Hyderabad at the end of his 
extensive tour of Srikakulam district on 17 August. Rajeswara 
Rao made a strong appeal to the democratic and progressive 
forces in Andhra Pradesh to rise in time and stop the inhuman 
cruelty that is being perpetrated by the police in the socalled 
disturbed areas in the name of crushing naxalites “Otherwise 
if it is allowed to be continued it would lead to crushing the 
democratic rights of the people and also pollute the entire 
polit:cal atmosphere in the state .. This is not the way to solve 
the naxalite movement”, he declared. 

The statement further said: 

‘The state government has recently commenced the most 
heinous methods with the help of reactionaries and profiteers 
in the name of crushing the fifteen-month-old movement of 
the naxalites. The state government has asked the village 
officers to prepare lists of naxalites and, basing on those 
reports ‘indulging in largescale and indicriminate errests. 
Already thousands have been jailed under preventive detention 
act. But what 1s more agitating is that the government is not 
giving out any information about the arrests and according to 
t! e ,nformaton available up to April 1969 about two thousand 
have been arrested. Some of them were put in the 'special 
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camps' or concentration camps where they were being tortured 
in the name of extracting information from them. Govern- 
ment is blatantly rejecting to give any information particularly 
about such people and not even caring the usual legal provi- 
sions that those arrested should be produced before a court 
of law. What is more alarming is that the government 1s not 
even conceding that they have been arrested. Nowadays it be- 
came a common thing for the government and the police to 
shoot some people dead and later make a statement that they 
were killed in the encounters and also add that some country- 
made bombs, naxalite literature, native guns and arrows were 
found with them... In most of such cases of socalled en- 
counters the government is not revealing the names of those 
who died The same were the methods that they had adopted 
during the Telangana armed struggle. It seems that the govern- 
ment has decided to physically liquidate the naxalites.” 

Rajeswara Rao had also given a lot of information which he 
had collected during his tour in the Srikakulam district about 
the unlawful killings by the police and also challenged the 
reported statements of the police about the socalled encounters. 

That was in fact the first time that a window had been open- 
ed on what was happening in Srikakulam and other areas and 
how the government and the police were indulging in most 
inhuman crimes against all norms of democracy violating all 
provision of jurisprudence. 

The information that C. Rajeswara Rao collected during his 
tour in Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam districts exposed the 
unlawful killings by the police in those districts and helped a 
lot in mobilising public opinion against the undemocratic 
methods and practices by the government and the police. 

He questioned the propriety of the police report about the 
death of 12 naxalites in the socalled encounter on 3 August in 
Srikakulam district and asked why the names of those who 
were killed were not announced and also questioned how was 
it possible that there were no casualties at all on the side of 
the police in such a major encounter. 

The police report said that in Thulasi Hills near Thummala- 
padu village the encounter occurred and police captured four 
guns from the naxalites. Rajeswara Rao pointing out the con- 
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tradictions in the police report itself asked: How was it possible 
that naxalites fighting with bows and arrows could possess the 
guns? 

Referring to two more such reports of 7 and 10 August in 
which the police said that six and two naxalites were killed 
respectively, Rajeswara Rao said that all these reports are con. 
cocted, there is not an iota of truth in them. 

Revealing the information he Fad collected during his tour 
Rajeswara Rao said that police have killed well-educated 
Panchadr Krishna Murthy and seven others and they were 
caught while they were alighting from a train at Sompeta ral- 
way station in Srikakulam district and they were taken out 
ard shot dead. There was no encounter at all. Rajeswara Rao 
also said that when asked personally the police off,cials were 
even admitting the fact. 

Some other information that Rajeswara Rao revealed is as 
follows: 

— Police shot dead three naxalites including advocate Battula 
Venkateswara Rao, teacher Suryanaryana and another local 
comrade 

—In Visakhapatnam district, Chintapalli talug, police arrested 
CPI workers and fabricated a story that they were caught with 
arms, ammunition and naxalite literature in a hut in a remote 
place. 

— CPI leader Meka Suribabu (Chintapalli) was dubbed a 
naxalite by the local landlords who made fictitious reports to 
the police and they are even seeking arms for their 'self- 
defence’. 

— On 27 July 1969 one Koppula Mohan Reddy was arrestcd 
by polce in Vijavawada and his whereabouts er^ no known. 
When his father-in-law approached the police they d:d not 
even reveal that he was arrested. It came to light that he was 
kept in a special camp in Machilipatnam and be was not pro- 
duced before any court. 

The real story of how Panchadri Krishna Murthy and others 
were inhumanly killed was revealed by Rajeswara Rao in his 
press conference in Hyderabad as follows: On 29 May 1969 
Krishna Murthy and some others alighted from the train at the 
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Sompeta station. There were no arms at all with them. Along 
with him were Thamada China Babu, ll-year boy-s;nger and 
others including Narasimhulu, B. Apparao, Dunna Gopala Rao. 
While they were going out armed police surrounded them and 
later in August the report came that they were k..ed in an 
encounter. Krishna Murthy, born in a poor peasant family, is 
highly-educated and worked as a lecturer in a college. 


In this context it may be mentioned that the Andhra Pradesh 
state council of the CPI was the first to demand jud.c.al probe 
into the inhuman killings by the police in the name of socalled 
encounters. 

New Age of 17 August published a statement issued ty the tren 
state council secretary N. Rajasekhara Reddi. He conder.ned 
the police atrocities in Srikakulam district, commit‘ed osten- 
sibly under the pretext of dealing with naxalites. 

"No one would believe the government story that a number 
of naxalites were shot dead in an encounter with the pol.ce 
specially when of late there are no news of any arrests in 
that area. 

"It is difficult to disbelieve the persistent rumour: that police 
arrested tribals and people in the villages or from tr.e.r hideouts 
and they are s:mply being taken to the forests and shot dead. 

"These are exactly the tactics played by the hated Naniappa 
regime in Telangana and police in Andhra and  compos.:e 
Madras in 1948-50 period. 

"No civilised government can be expected to shoot down 
people even in custody... Nobody with a sense of respons:- 
bility for people would tolerate these killings by the police... 
We demand that a judicial probe be instituted to inquire into 
the police behaviour in these areas... The government has 
issued a circular to the village officers to prepare lists of naxa- 
lites in their respective villages... It is evident that these 
corrupt village officers would list out the names of a!l those 
who are at any t:me against them. The government must with- 
draw that circular. Stop this brute repression and immediat -ly 
attend to the urgent problem of land. cruel evictions, merc.i-ss 
exploitation by contractors and the like that have made trina’ 
people extremely restive...” 
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II 


In the month of December 1969, N. Rajasekhara Reddi, then 
secretary of state council of the party, made an extensive tour 
in various parts of Srikakulam district and released his report 
at a press conference in Hyderabad. His report also revealed 
the real stories of how the police were killing the naxalites 
and other brutal behaviour of the police. 

Rajasekhara Reddi revealed how Panchadri Nirmala, wife 
of Panchadri Krishna Murthy, and people's poet and folk artist 
Subba Rao Panigrahi were killed in December 1969 and how 
Dr Chaganti Bhaskara Rao was killed in the month of Novem- 
ber 1969. 

Rajasekhara said that he had the information that Nirmala 
and others were severely tortured under illegal custody before 
the police shot them dead. 

Rajasekhar revealed the following instances: 

—Dr Bhaskara Rao who went td tribal areas to serve the 
poor with medical treatment and ,Tamada Ganapathi were 
arrested in village called Chinnammavaripet in Srikakulam 
talug and they were taken to Loosamma bungalow in Tekkal 
where they were killed and their bodies were taken to Banda- 
palli village and thrown there and police have announced that 
they were killed in an encounter. 

—Vavilapalli Satyanarayana, a teacher, was tortured in the 
police lockup at Bobbili and the police have brutally cut his 
throat and declared that he had committed suicide. 

—The story that six naxalites killed in Rangayampet forest 
where it was reported that Panchadri Nirmala and others 
were killed is nothing but fabricated. 

—Central reserve police camping in the Srikakulam tribal 
areas have raped a pregnant woman by name Neyyala Anna- 
purnamma and later they murdered her in order to conceal 
their crime. 

—In Maruvada of Parvathipuram taluq the reserve police 
raped a woman and later killed her. The forcible abducation of 
women became a common thing in those areas and women 
were unable to come on to the streets in the places where the 
reserve police is camping. 
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—Rajasekhara also revealed that police have arrested nine 
top leaders of the Coordination of Andhra Pradesh Revolution- 
aries and called upon people to demand the safety of the lives 
of those arrested. 


It should also be mentioned that CPI leaders were constantly 
in contact with the Srikakulam and other areas where the 
naxalite type of movement was taking place and trying to 
save the lives of the naxalites. The CPI daily Visalaandhra can 
proudly claim that it could save many lives by publishing 
scoops about the secret arrests of naxalites in special editions. 
The entire party machinery and leaders and cadres of various 
mass organisations themseleves worked as reporters. Every 
day one or more such news of arrests or about the tortures Jn 
illegal custody or about cold-blooded murder in the name of 
encounters used to appear in Visalaandhra. Even the relatives 
and parents of those arrested used to come to Visalaandh-a 
office and give the information about their arrests. It was 
widely believed that once the information was published in 
Visalaandhra at least there will be safety to the lives of those 
arrested, and that was a fact too. Thus Visalaandhra saved num- 
ber of precious lives of the revolutionaries and also a large 
number of innocents. 

For example on 10 August 1969 Visalaandhra published a. 
report: Folice have taken away Guntur district postal em- 
ployees umon leader Purushottam Raju, his whereabouts are 
not known... Government should announce immediately 
where he is kept... 

20 August 1969, enother report: Venkata Seshachala, Jagan- 
nadha Reddy, Kopella Prakasam were released from court 
remend since police could not file any case against them and 
while coming out the police have again arrested them and 
now they are not produced before court... 

21 Avgust: Police arrested three students in Vijayawada 
alleging them as naxalites. They should be produced before 
court... 

26 August: A report from the correspondent of Narasaraopet 
(Guntur) revealed how the police were torturing 31 people 
collected from various places in the talug. They were kept in 
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the building of the Land Mortgage Bank and were being tor- 
tured in the name of extracting information from them... It 
aiso sad that one elementary school-teacher was arrested 
two months ago and his whereabouts are not known. The 
news also revealed that another eight people were being tor- 
tured in Chilakaluripet and it was like concentration camp. 


Not only the ordinary cadres but even their leaders were 
saved from this brutal killings at that time They include 
Choudhuri Thejeswara Rao, Satyamurthy, Kondapalli Seetha- 
ramaiah, etc. 


IV 


In the month of December 1969 the CPI constituted a dele- 
gation of parliament members and state legislators to extensi- 
vely tour and to bring to the light the mishappenings in the 
villages of Srikakulam district. 


The delegation consisting of Baddam Yellareddy (then Rajya 
Sabha member), CPI party leader in legislature Y. V. Krishna 
Rao, and Koduganti Govindarao (MLA) toured the socalled 
"disturbed areas", met people and collected the evidence for 
four days from 29 December 1969 to 1 January 1970 They 
brought to light several incidents of how the police were indulg- 
ing in nefarious and heinous crimes and gave a number of 
names of those killed in the lockup because of the inhuman tor- 
tures by the police. They also addressed several rallies held in 
those villages. 


For example, they described the horrible situation in a vill- 
age called Boddapadu in Sompeta taluq: "The village bore a 
deserted look. Almost the entire population of that village— 
men and women—were arrested. The local high school was clos- 
ed since more than one year...people were kept in custody 
for months together without producing before courts..." 


They demanded that this massacre should be stopped forth- 
with and judicial probe should be conducted into all these 
crimes. The delegation in its report also demanded that all 
those arrested should be released and the dependents of those 
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killed by police should be rehabilitated. It also appealed to the 
naxalites to learn trom the experience and stop the movement. 

Even beioie the delegation went on this on-the-spot 
study tour, CPI members in state leg.slative houses and also 
on the floor ot parliament were focusing attention on the in- 
human cruelty being perpetrated against the naxalites and 
other innocent people by the reserve pol.ce in Srikakulam 
and other places. 

21 August, 1969, Y. V. Krishna Rao raised the issue in the 
legislative council about the cold-blooded murder of Panchadri 
Krishna Murthy by the police. 

29 August 1969; Bhupesh Gupta raised the issue in Rajya 
Sabha about the killing of Panchadri Krishna Murthy and 
others and demanded that a judicial probe should be conducted 
into these murders. He said that AP home minister Vengal 
Rao is implementing this “operation killing” program with a 
view to physically liquidate all the naxalites... 


It will be interesting to note that at that time there was an 
oral clash between Bhupesh Gupta and then congress member 
Mohan Dharia. Mohan Dharia said that the naxalites were at- 
tempting to smash the constitution. Then Bhupesh asked 
whether such type of killings, arresting somebody in a railway 
station and killing and fabricating stories that they were killed 
in encounters...are constitutional ? 

25 February 1970; Communist members walked out from 
the legislative council protesting against the PD act... and 
in that context again Y. V. Krishna Rao protested against the 
government's brutal repression against naxalites. He said: 
"Naxalite movement is a social-political struggle. We may 
disapprove their line... but we cannot tolerate the inhuman 
tortures and killings, and arrests without allegations... There 
are many doctors, engineers and well-educated youth in that 
movement... The government is calling them as thugs and 
looters Please think whom vou are calling such names." 

11 July 1970: The PTI released a story that Adibhatla 
Kailasom and Vempatapu Satyam were killed in an encounter 
with the patrolling squad. The report was released from Cut- 
tack Immediate!v the state home rvriser Vengal Pao con- 


12 


firmed from Hyderabad and said that on the 10th they were 
kiled at Beri Kondalu in the agency area of Parvathipuram 
and their bodies were brought to Kurupam and declared cash 
gifts to the police party of 15 thousand rupees. Adibhatla 
Kailasam was one among those who escaped from the Visakha- 
patnam central jail and carrying 10 thousand reward over his 
head. The government also declared Rs 20 thousand reward 
for those who bring Vempatapu Satyam alive or dead. 


The secretariat of the Andhra Pradesh state council im- 
mediately came out with a statement: “The sad news of deaths 
of Satyam and Kailasam deeply moved the secretariat. Both 
of them were members of united party and very sircerely they 
served the cause of the poor, particularly the girijans... We 
demand judicial probe should be ordered to inquire into their 
deaths.” 


Vempatapu Satyam hails from Kondabaridi village of Parva- 
thipuram taluq. teacher by profession, had mixed himself 
among the tribals and had married a tribal woman Adibhatla 
Kailasam comes from a highly-religious brahmin feudal 
agraharik family. Both of them dedicated their lives to the 
cause of the poor and the tribals. 


The CPI members in both houses of legislature have time 
and again continuously raised the horrors being perpetrated 
by the police in the socalled disturbed areas and other places 
and demanded judicial probe into all the inc dents Almost 
every day the e was either question, call attention or adjourn- 
ment motion in both the houses by the CPI members about the 
issue For example. 15 December 1970: Y. V. Krishna Rao 
raiscd the isste of horrible condition in the centra? jails and 
the treatment meted to the prisoners 

1^ Decem er 1970: In the assembly Ch Rajeswara Rao, op- 
pos.rion leader (CPI), in a call attention motion demanded 
treatment of naxelites as political prisoners and condemned 
the repression against naxalites. He said that the government 
is callously wrong in dealing tke naxal:te movement as a law- 
anc-order problem 

19 December 1970: In the council brought to the notice of 
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the home munister about the killings in the encounters, and 
demanded judicial probe. 


In the parliament also M. V. Bhadram raised the issue in 
Rajya Sabha on 22 July 1972 about the horrible conditions in 
the jails and the treatment being meted to them. 26 August 
1971: assembly CPI member Sivayya demanded that the death 
sentence on Nagabhushanam Patnaik should be commuted. 
The 12th conference of the AP state council in a resolut.on 
also demanded that capital punishment against Nagabhushanam 
Patnaik should be commuted. 


14 December 1970: The meeting of AP state executive de- 
manded that hundreds of the innocent tribals kept in the 
central jails as well as subjails without any cases should be 
released and withdrawal of the orders declaring some areas 
as "disturbed areas". It also demanded immediate remove! of 
police camps. 

It will be very interesting to note how the naxalite leader 
Choudhury Tejeswara Rao was saved from the killing in the 
name of socalled encounters... In the month of January 1970, 
police had arrested Choudhury Tejeswara Rao in a village 
near Srikakulam. Immediately after knowing about it. *he 
state CPI leader Sanku Apparao rushed to the spot and con- 
tacted the top government officials and communicated to the 
chief minister through telegrams. Because of this timely inter- 
vention his life was saved and the police did not dare to kill 
Tejeswara Rao. 

On 19 December 1970 CPI party leader in legislature Y V. 
Krishna Rao challenged the state government on the floor of 
legislative council: "The CPI has got a lot of information about 
the inhuman killings of the police with names, dates and places. 
Is the government prepared to order an inquiry into it? We 
can prove everything " 


v 


Visalaandhra, the organ of CPI in the state, played a crucial 
role in exposing the cruel deeds of the government and the 
police. Now the monopoly press may be speaking in a different 
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ione. But in those days when Visafaandhra was prominently 
carrying the stories of tortures and killings, rest of the press 
was criticising the government for not putting down the naxa- 
lite movement with a heavy hand and the delay in crushing 
the movement. 


On 2 August 1969 Visalaandhra ed.torially condemned the 
inuiscriminate arrests and tortures and raised its voice 
aga.nst these atrocities: “We cannot tolerate the violent 
tortures and persecution being perpetrated against the naxalites 
in tne name of crushing them... If there are any allegations 
against them, produce them before courts and Jet 1t be decided 
in the court of law... Stop these arrests and tortures in the 
Spec.al camps... We appeal to each and every one who respects 
the constitution, laws and civil liberties to condemn and protest 
aga.nst these methods...” On I September 1969 aga.n Visalaan- 
dia editorially condemned the murder in the name of socall- 
ed encounters and demanded government to stop such crimes 
forthwith. 


In December 1970 again Visalaandhra condemned killing of 
prisoners in jails and said that already 50 tribals had died in 
the jails. It also said that most of the 109 naxalites that 
were killed as claimed by the home minister were victims of 
the inhuman “operation killing” pursued by the government 
when they were in custody of the Police. 


Visalaandh.a also discussed in details the root cause for this 
movement which is closely connected with the land problem 
and demanded of the government to bring democratic reforms 
in the ownership of land. It also appealed naxal'es to 
understand the wrong path they have chosen and time and 
again urged them to "bravely withdraw their movement as 
true revolutionaries since it was already known to every one 
that the situation is not favourable for such movement and 


form of struggle". 


It published several articles discussing the form of struggles 
and Indian situation and past experiences of armed struggle 
etc, 
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VI 


During this one decade about five thousand naxalites or their 
followers, overwhelming of them tribals, in Srikakulam dà: 
trict were arrested. Most of the arrested were poor and not in 
a position to arrange legal defence for themselves, and the naxa- 
lite theory that they did not believe in the “bourgeois courts” 
also stood in the way of arranging the legal defence for them- 
selves. 

No other left or democratic party including the CPM did 
bother to arrange legal defence for them. It seems that they 
thought that by providing legal defence they will be helping 
the naxalites and may be also because of fear psychosis that 
if they do it they may be dubbed as naxalites and become 
targets of government repression 


Again it is the CPI alone that seriously felt the need for 
arranging the legal defence to naxalite prisoners as its demo- 
cratic and humane duty towards the misguided comrades. It 
contacted a number of able lawyers, either party members or 
wellwishers, and sought their cooperation in this herculean 
task for which they happily agreed. 


The CFI convened a meeting of lawyers and party function- 
aries at Vijayawada in February 1969 presided by Manohar 
Raj Saxena, a well-known hight court advocate. The state 
secretary of the party N. Rajasekhara Reddi and another top 
leader Tammareddi Satyanarayana addressed the meeting and 
it was resolved in favour of arranging legal defence to naxalites 
and a legal-aid committee was constituted with N. Giriprasad 
as convener. This legal-aid committee really did yeoman ser- 
vice in the cause. 


It was a stupendous task. Thousands were arrested and a 
large number of criminal and conspiracy cases were lodged 
by the government. Though the naxalite movement started in 
the agency areas of Srikakulam district it gradually spread to 
hill tracts of Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, 
Khammam and Warangal and also to forest areas of Karim- 
nagar and Adilabad. In the last stages it sought to extend to 
all districts in the state. 
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for his own defence in the famous Nagi Reddy conspiracy case, 
he allowed his co-prisoners to have legal aid. He also made 
special efforts to arrange legal defence in the famous Parvathi- 
puram case, the biggest case ever launched in the state against 
political prisoners which went on for years together and in 
which many top naxalite leaders from Andhra Pradesh, West 
Bengal and other states were implicated, besides the largest 
number of their followers. It was really difficult and expen- 
sive for the legal-aid committee. Nagi Reddy and others also 
arranged a panel of experienced lawyers headed by S. V. L. 
Narasimham and P. L. Naidu also helped a lot in this case be- 
sides Ramakrishna Reddy of Ananthapur. 


A good number of independent lawyers also did their best 
in this job as their democratic duty—lawyers like P. Venkates- 
warlu, Kannabhiraman, Venkatakrishnaiah, Govindayya and 
others also worked hard either in the high court or at the tri- 
bunals. They worked either on their own or on request from 
the naxalites, they also obliged requests from the CPI when- 
ever their help was sought. There were large number of law- 
yers who worked in the lower courts. But the CPI is proud 
that the legal-aid committee set up by the party is the single 
biggest organisation in this herculean task of providing legal 
aid to thousands of naxalite prisoners. Special mention should 
be made for the services of R. K. Garg and S. C. Agarwal for 
their magnificent work in the supreme court. As a result of 
all the cumulative effort both by the legal-aid committee and 
the individual lawyers about seventyfive per cent of the naxa- 


lite prisoners were acquitted either at trial courts or at the 
appellate courts. 


During this period some naxalite prisoners were given death 
sentences by the courts and some of them were converted to 
life sentences at the appellate stage. One such death sentence 
against Nagabhushan Patnaik attracted attention from many 
political personalities. The party and legal-aid committer 
had to bend every nerve to see that this death sentence was 
commuted. Refusal of Patnaik to take legal aid complicated 


the situation but ultimately the party succeeded in saving the 
precious life of Patnaik. 


48 


Another instance is how the party intervened with the help 
of central party leader Bhupesh Gupta and Rajasekhara and 
general secretary Rajeswara Rao tọ stop the hanging of Bhoo- 
maiah and Kishtaiah Goud just few hours before they were 
to go to gallows. After the execution was temporarily stopped 
the party made high-level representations including to the 
then prime minister and president but unfortunately during 
the emergency one sad morning they were hanged—a blot on 
free India since they were the first political prisoners to be han- 
ged after independence. The party has condemned the heinous 
action of the government. But the party did all it could to 
save their lives and spent a lot of money on their defence. 

Giriprasad did a lot of service as convener of the committee 
coordinating the work of the lawyers. He also toured in the 
socalled disturbed areas in the Warangal district while P. 
Nageswara Rao and Venkatapathi toured in the Khammam 
areas to save the innocents and a large number of people from 
the police repression. 

It may be mentioned that a large number of girijan naxalite 
prsoners joined the CPI in several central jails. But till toda; 
the government has not released them even though they have 
changed their mind. There are still about 300 naxalite pri- 
soners in jails either as convicts or undertria] prisoners, also 
some more involved in criminal cases but on bail. 


Thus the CPI shouldered the most democratic duty of saving 
the lives of naxalites and exposing the brutal killings by the 
government and its coercive machinery. The party has utilis- 
ed all the forces at its command and used all the forums avail- 
able—the journals, rallies, floor of parliament and legislative 
houses and courts—to mobilise public opinion, that too at a 
time when all others, including the other left party, the CPM. 
was not showing any interest in such efforts. The others, in- 
cluding the CPM, however were not silent, but indulging in 
glandering and attacking the naxalites, indirectly toeing the 
line of other reactionary parties who were raising the hue and 
cry that naxalites are "criminals". 

The entire bourgeois press was concentrating to create an 
impression among the public that naxalites are murdering and 
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looting the properties of the people. Their aim was to ra.se 
anticommunist bogy and mar the popularity of the commun.st 
movement. 

The press, except Visalaandhra, while carrying the police ver- 
sion of the incidents of encounters and highlighting the cruelty 
of naxalites, never bothered to pen even single word about how 
the naxalites and innocent tribals were being harassed and tor- 
tured and killed, by the trigger-happy armed police 


» It is very interesting to go through their past exhortations 
about the naxalite movement, particularly now when they are 
all talking as if they were alone championing the cause of 
naxalites and raising banner of civil liberties, particularly the 
CPM and the present janata leaders or erstwhile janasangh, 
swatantra heroes. 


The landlord agents of the janasangh and swatantra Parties 
however loyally served their class interests in those days, se- 
verely condemning the “cruel crimes of the naxalites" and at- 
tacked the government on its failure to control it. 


The CPM however using a different language and jargon 
simply toed the policy of right-reaction. 

It is but amusing that all these heroes are now shedding 
crocodile tears for the naxalites, and still more amazing is that 
CPM leaders including Sundarayya himself trying to attack 
the CPI, slandering that it had supported the Congress and is 
now trying to hide the crimes of the Congress. 


The swatantra and janasangh leaders always openly stood 
against the land reforms and wanted that the government 
should deal with the naxalite movement as a Jaw and order 
problem. They may try to bluff now. Well, let us see their 
past records. 

Former Swatantra Party top leader and now the janata top 
leader in the state, Sardar Gouthu Latchanna, while participat- 
ing in the debate on 1970-71 annual budget in the council, 
said: "The government is colluding with the naxalite movement 
in Srikakulam district. Otherwise why should it not take 
effective measures to control it?” 


He organised socalled self-defence squads in the Srikakulam 
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district (he belongs to Sompeta area) to undertake physical 
Uetnidation of naxalites, of course taking law into their hands. 

S Jayapal Reddy, presently very busy condemning the bru- 
tal attacks on naxalites by police, forgets what he said just two 
years ago on 5 February 1975. Then he was a congress mem- 
ber Putting a supplementary in legislative assembly he asked 
the chief minister: "It is said that this (naxalite) menace is 
extended in Kurnool district also. Has the government taken 
note of it? If so, what are the steps taken?" The occasion was 
trot CPI members through a question tabled in the house de 
manded that general amnesty should be declared and pol ce 
camps should be removed so as to facilitate the naxalites to 
come out of the movement. 

The chief minister was answering that the government is 
spending about 29 lakhs of rupees annually on each camp on 
the average and is prepared to consider removal of the camps 
wherever it is possible Exactly at that time Javapal Reddy 
rose to put the above supplementary. 

One can easily understand the purpose behind it. 

Let us recall what the deputy leader of Janata Party in the 
council, L. S. Raju, the erstwhile janasangh man, had said on 
17 March 1978, 

The question was about CRP battalions in the state The 
chief minister stated that there were 15 companies of the CRP 
in the state, most of them deployed for controlling naxalit» 
activities and kept in forest areas, he also stated that forces 
would be sent back whenever their need ceased. At that mo- 
ment L. S Paju stood up and flashed a supplementary: "You 
have reduced the force in Warangal saying that naxalite in- 
fluence has slackened. Has it come to the notice of the govern- 
ment that naxalite movement had increased in Mulugu and 
Narasampet taluqs?” When the chief minister replied that the 
number of naxalites there had considerably decreased, the 
honourable member was dissatisfied and angrily protested: 
“How is the government thinking that force is not needed? 
Their activities have increased in each and every taluq. Pan- 
chayat sarpanches and peasants are being killed by the naxa- 
lites. Will the government consider further increase in force?" 
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The same member on 29 June 1974 raised the issue of naxa- 
hte activity in the Regional Engineering College and naming 
certain lecturers as supporters of the movement wanted severe 
action to be taken. He along with other then janasangh mem- 
bers supported the police raids on the Engineering College hostel 
and wanted to know the followup action. He also alleged that 
ihe naxalites in the Engineering College were attempting to 
blow off the railway bridge. 

D. Suryaprakasa Reddy, another important erstwhile jana- 
sangh now janata member in the council, on 5 September 1972 
through a call-attention motion raised alarm that naxalite acti- 
vities had very much increased in Guntur, Khammam and 
other districts and there was a succession of incidents of looting 
and robberies. ‘Unless very severe action is taken it would 
mar the peaceful atmosphere and stability." What action did 
the government propose to take, he questioned. 

On 1 August 1972 all the then janasangh members expressed 
serious concern over the “acquittal” of the cases against naxa- 
lites. They charged that naxalites were threatening the witnes- 
ses and so the cases were being acquitted. They wanted govern- 
ment protection to the witnesses. 

However it is not necessary to mention that in each cf the 
above contexts the CPI members in either house were demand- 
ing of the government to stop the repression and condemning 
the fabricated cases against the naxalites. 

Never did the present janata champions utter such words. 
Janata member Ramarao (erstwhile janasangh), while speaking 
recently on 27 June 1977, could not but agree that "when naxa- 
lites were killing people and indulging in looting then of course 
we might have asked the government to increase the forces 
then!" 

But he conveniently argues that they never asked the volice 
to violate the law. 

Now let us see how the CPM behaved then? How their leacers 
assessed the naxalite movement? Now they are demanding 
severe punishment to those responsible for “inhuman killing” 
and holding conventions and seminars. Along with whom?—the 
same erstwhile janasanghis and the present janata champions. 
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However one should admit that their views were identical even 
in those days when the actual killing took place. Even today the 
CPM in this state only says that 300 were killed but the signi- 
ficant omission is the word "naxalites". But we must thank the 
CPM leadership in this state for at least using the word "hun- 
dreds of political workers" were brutally killed in another con- 
text (Prajasakti, 19 June 1977) because there were days when 
the CPM leadership rejected even to consider naxalites as a 
political force. 

If memory is short, let their top leader P. Sundarayya (then 
general secretary of their party who continued until very re- 
cently in that post) remember what he said on 13 December 
1970 in Viiayawada while addressing the general body meeting 
of their party unit and reported in the Prajasakti on its 26 
December issue. Then he said: "American CIA and CIDs of 
the home department and the antisocial elements have intru- 
ded into the naxalite movement. Now they should no more be 
considered as a political force.” 

Even now it is evident from their statements that the CPM 
leadership is not prepared to call them naxalites, but wants to 
utilise them for their narrow political ends. 

Let us see what their then general secretary Sundarayya said 
on 7 November 1970 addressing a press conference at Calcutta 
after the conclusion of ther four-day PB meeting. as promin- 
ently reported in Prajasakti in its issue dated 14 November 
1970. The main heaď ng says: "Naxalites Attacking people's 
Movements and People’s Leaders Instead of Peop!e's Enemies". 
And the multilined subheading says: “Sundarayya Declares in 
Press Conference that American CIA and CIDs of Indian 
Government and Antisocial Elements Have Intruded into it and 
that Sundrayya Has Reliable Information in that Regard.” 

The paper reported a lengthy story about what Sundrayya 
said in that press conference: 

“The naxalite movement has degenerated into a counterre- 
volutionary movement. Antisocial elements and antirevolution- 
ary forces are operating under the guise of naxalites with an 
aim to smash up the revolutionary movement in the country. 

“Top naxalite leaders have relations with the CIA on one 


53 


side and with the CBI on the other. I have reliable infor- 
mation about that... 

"For the sake of keeping the democratic movement and com- 
munist movement alive you will have to fight the  naxai.te 
movement. There is no other go. The CIA has starte; to 
interfere im Indian affairs. The aim of the CIA is to k-ep 
the country under its slavery with the help of Jana Sangh and 
Swatantra. The naxalite movement became an obstruction for 
the democratic movements in the country." 

Not a single word against the repression on the naxal.tes. 
It will be worth quoting what Rajeswara Rao told in a 
rally in Srikakulam in those days: 

"There is no safety for the lives and honour of women in 
places where there are police camps. The brutal behav.our 
of the congress military police can be compared with that of 
American military in Vietnam” This he said on 16 March 
1970 during his second tour in Srikakulam areas. 

Coming back to what the CPM was saying—the PB of CPM 
in its November (1970) meeting warned the Indian people 
against the most dangerous phenomenon of naxalites. "Inter- 
nationally we know that fascist forces have utilised such anti- 
social elements to murder the entire democratic movement. 
The PB has most reliable information that the CIA and 
American spies and their agents have their share in these 
murders. The attacks that naxalites have commenced should 
be beaten back. This should be considered as an attack 
against the future of this nation itself." 

The CPM Bengal party secretary Promode Das Gupta went 
a step ahead and said: "Naxalites are agents of the ruling 
class" He also said that for the first time in the country the 
foreign forces have introduced “political murders”. 

However, it may be recalled, that those were the days when 
the Marxists had joined the government machinery in phvsic- 
all fighting and killing the naxalites. That happened in 
Baranagar, West Bengal, in several places in Andhra Pradesh 
and Kerala. 

In the 12 December 1970 issue of Prajasakti, CPM top 
theoretician M. Basavapunnaiah wrote a long article saying 
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that the naxalite movement was an anti-Marxist and anti- 
communist movement and abused the Chinese leadership for 
giving a touch of revolutionary fragrance for this movement. 

He further said: ‘The naxalite movement has miserably 
failed and could not attract even a single man or woman who 
is sincere. That is why naxalites were recruiting en masse 
the lumpens and antisocial elements of the urban areas and 
cities. One need not doubt at all that it will be most conven- 
ient for the CIA and other foreign detectives to enter " 

The central committee of the CPM in its July 1970 meeting 
1aised a bitter cry that there was a danger for the entire 
democratic movement from both sides—the CPI and naxalites. 

In yet another detailed article reviewing the political 
situation in West Bengal the Prajasakt: (22 August 1970) said: 
"Police agents-provocateurs have in large numbers joined in 
this movement. Opportunist political parties are trying to 
have close contacts with the antisocial elements functioning 
under the garb of naxalites. These forces were receiving 
official patronage. It 1s not a question of doubt, it is a fact 
that has been proved. The Baranagar clashes are being 
depicted as naxalite activities but in fact the wagon-breakers 
belonging to Congress and CPI are responsible for it. These 
are some of the examples which clearly show that the antisocial 
elements are a major force in the naxalite movement than 
those who are sincere." 

Any number of examples can be given to show how the CPM 
leaders and their journals portrayed the naxalite movement. 

Now they raise a hue and cry about the Rajan case. But 
what were they doing when hundreds of Rajans were killed 
before their eyes ? Did they raise their voice in protest ? No 
They were in fact happy that the government itself was 
killing the naxalites, thus making their job easy Now they 
pose as champions of the cause of the civil liberties. There 
should be a limit to opportunism. Much more amusing is 
their present attack on the CPI that it wzs covering the crimes 
of the congress governments. 

Naxalites, better go into past records of your "new friends" 
who are trying to pose as your saviours and know who is who! 
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APPENDIX 


A NOTE ON LEGAL DEFENCE TO NAXALITE PRISONERS 


In the wake of the beginning of naxalte movement in our 
state in 1968-69, a large number of naxalites were arrested. 
During tbe last decade about 5000 naxalites or their followers 
were arrested, overwhelming majority of them belongs to giri- 
jans .n Srikakulam district. 

Though the Communist Party of India does not subscribe to 
the political and tactical line of the naxalites, the party thought 
it was its democratic duty to help the naxalites by providing 
them legal defence to the maximum extent possible. 

As the overwhelming majority of them belong to the giriians 
they were very poor and had no other source of help in the 
matter of legal defence. 

Moreover, the naxalite theory that they did not believe in 
the bourgeois courts also stood in the way of arranging any 
legal detence by themselves. 

No other left or democratic party including CPM did bother 
to arrange legal defence for them. It seems that they thought 
that by providing legal. defence, they would be helping naxa- 
lite politics and activities. It cannot also be ruled out that 
there was fear-psychosis among the other left and democratic 
parties that by he!p.ng the naxalites by giving aid they wouid 
be dubbed as naxalites and might face government repression. 

In such a situation, a serious left party like the Communist 
Party of India could not keep quiet. Our party contacted num- 
ber of able lawyers, either party members or well-wishers, and 
sought tre.r cooperat on. The Communist Party of India con- 
vened a meeting of lawyers and party functionaries at Vijaya- 
wada in February 1969 which was attended by a good number 
of lawyers and party leaders. Manohar Raj Saxena, a well- 
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known advocate from Hyderabad, presided over the meeting. 
Neelam Rajasekhara Reddi, the then secretary of Andhra Pra- 
desh council of the Communist Party of India, and Tammareddi 
Satyanarayana, another top leader of the state party, explained 
the sign:icance of the meeting and requested the lawyers to do 
the r best in providing legal defence to the unfortunate naxa- 
lite prisoners who were involved in a number of criminal cases. 
Late Sr.pada Lakshminarayana, an able and experienced ad- 
vocate from Narasapur, West Godavari district, set the tone to 
the discussions in the meeting, which later adopted a unani- 
movs resolution in favour of arranging legal defence to the 
naxalite prisoners. 

The meeting constituted a Legal-Aid Committee with N. 
Gir.prasad as its convener. During all these years the Legal- 
Ad Committee did yeoman service in the cause of providing 
legal defence to the naxalites. 


There were innumerable cases instituted against naxalites 
in many districts Though the naxalite movement started in 
the agency areas of Srikakulam district ıt was gradually spread- 
ing in tre early period to the hill tracts in V.sakhapatnam, 
East and West Godavari, Khammam and Warangal districts. 
Later it extended to the forest areas 1n Karimnagar and Adila- 
bad n the last stages, with a view to help the naxalite move- 
men“ in the forest and hill areas, 1t was sought to be extended 
to tre pla.n areas ın almost all the districts in our state Hund- 
reds and thousands of people were being arrested and involved 
in a large number of criminal cases. It was really a stupendous 
task to arrange legal aid on such a large scale to such a large 
number of people. 


In order to cope up with a large amount of legal work espe- 
cially in certain places where a number of cases were institut- 
ed the Legal-Aid Committee had to engage lawyers on a per- 
manent basis. In this connection we have to make a special 
mention of late Ravi Sabba Rao, a high court advocate, who 
had voiuntarily opted to take up these cases even at the cost 
of his own prosperous legal practice Ravi Subba Rao earned 
a very high reputation from one and all in discharging of his 
pa nstak.ng responsibilities in defence of naxalite prisoners 
before the high court. The party is really indebted to late Ravi 
Subba Rao. Krovvidi Narasimham, another senior advocate 
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of Hyderabad, also did his best in providing legal defence to 
ihe naxalite prisoners. We have to make a special mention 
about P. L Naidu, a senior advocate of Srikakulam. Out of all 
ihe places Srikakulam, being the important theatre of naxa- 
lite activities, had a number of cases and the nun.ber of people 
involved in these were also very high. The government 
had to constitute one or two special tribunals at Visakhapatnam 
to try these cases. But the intention of the government is not 
only dubious but also vindictive. The usual pract.ce of the 
prosecution is to prolong the cases on one pretext or the other 
mostly on flimsy grounds. P. L. Naidu had to give up h.s al- 
ready flourishing legal practice to take up tnese cases. Not 
only that He had to shift to Visakhapatnam to attend the tri- 
bunals and courts where the cases were being tried. For al- 
most 4 to 5 years he had to be away from his family. On.y on 
Sundays or other holidays he could get the opportun.ty to see 
his family at Srikakulam. Some naxalites, who were not in- 
clined to accept legal defence from the party, did not reject the 
defence provided by P L. Naidu. The Communist Party of 
India was proud of the fact that out of all the naxal.te prison- 
ers, the girijan prisoners were the first to accept the legal aid 
from the CPI. They had no prejudice against the CPI. They 
sincerely thought that the CPI was providing them legal he!p 
with most humane and democratic intentions. It is also to be 
noted here that the girijan prisoners were the first to believe 
that the naxalite path of revolution was futile and self-defeat- 
ing. But the Communist Party of India never tried to put the 
precondition that the naxalites should abjure the path of 
naxalism for arranging legal aid by the party. The sacr:icing 
spirit of P. L. Naidu 1s praiseworthy and the Communist Party 
of India is grateful to him for the powerful defence and fruit- 
ful service rendered by him. He fought and got success in 
either complete or partial acquittal in a very large number of 
cases. We have also to mention the services rendered by S. 
Venkataswamy Reddy, a senior lawyer at Warangal. Warangal 
district being another important centre for naxal:te activities 
there were a number of criminal cases pending before the 
Sessions court and also before lower courts. He also defended 
a number of cases and got acquittals in many cases. We can 
also state that the legal defence given by the noted advocates 
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such as A. Guru Prasada Rao of Kothagudem, S. Narasimha 
Rao of Khammam and G. Nageswara Rao of Guntur is worth 
mentioning. If we go on adding the names of lawyers who 
čefended the naxalite prisoners at various centres it would be 
a long list. 


As it is known, tne naxalites were divided into a number 
of groups and subgroups on some political and tactical positions. 
Personal loyalties to individual naxalite leaders also played 
ther part in these divisions and subdivisions. As the govern- 
ment repression on naxalte movement became intensified the 
naxalite movement started disintegrating Whatever little 
mass base they had, it was shrinking The question of arranz- 
ing or accepting legal defence also had become a political ques- 
tion for them. Discussions took place among the naxalite pri- 
soners both inside and outside jails on this problem. Late 
T. Nagi Reddy, an important personality among the naxalites 
and the leader of one of the naxalite groups, was among the 
first to accept the necessity of arranging legal defence to the 
naxalite prisoners. Even though he did not accept a lawyer's 
help for his own defence in the famous Nagi Reddy conspiracy 
case, he allowed his coprisoners to have the legal help from the 
lawyers. He made a special effort to arrange legal defence in 
the famous Parvathipuram conspiracy case, which was the 
biggest case ever launched in our state by the government 
against political prisoners. Many top naxalite leaders from. 
Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal and other states were impli- 
cated in this case along with a large number of their followers. 
It dragged on for years before the tribunal at Visakhapatnam. 
The legal defence in such a big case was really difficult and ex- 
pensive. A panel of experienced lawyers headed by S V. L. 
Narasimham of Guntur and assisted by Ramakrishna Reddy of 
Ananthapur district was arranged by Nagi Reddy and others. 
Even in this case the party had the good opportunity to have 
the services of P. L. Naidu in the defence of the accused. 


The party cannot and should not claim the monopoly of 
arranging legal defence in all the cases foisted on naxahte pri- 
soners in the state. A good number of independ. nt lawyers, 
P Venkateswarlu, and Kannabhiraman, Venkatakrishnaiah, Go- 
vindayya and others did their best in defending the naxalite 
prisoners either in the high court or at the tribunals. A senior 
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advocate Padmanabha Reddy also extended his helping hand 
whenever his help was necessary in defending the naxalite pri- 
soners before the high court. All the abovementioned advo- 
cates feit that it was their democratic duty to defend the naxal- 
ites before the law courts. They did the job either on their 
own or on the request of naxalite prisoners They also helped 
and obliged whenever the CPI requested them to defend the 
naxalite prisoners The CPI ıs indebted to all of them for their 
unstinted legal help to the naxalite prisoners which was some- 
times given on the request of the party. We cannot but take 
note of the fact that there were a number of advocates at the 
lower courts in many districts, who came forward to defend 
such cases. All the saga of legal defence of naxalite prisoners 
show that many advocates with democratic consciousness came 
forward to do their best in this regard. But the CPI naturally 
takes pride in the fact that the Legal-Aid Committee set up 
on the initiative of the party consisting of a band of able law- 
yers at courts including high court is the single biggest organi- 
sation in this. herculean task of providing legal defence to 
thousands of naxalite prisoners. 

It is our duty to make a special mention of the services 
rendered by the supreme court senior advocates like R. K. Garg 
and S C. Agarwal of M/s Ramamurthy & Co. in defending the 
naxalite cases that were sent to them to be moved in the sup- 
reme court. The Legal-Aid Committee of the party always fe!t 
confident that in the supreme court bar we had real fr.ends 
who were always ready to help the political prisoners whenever 
a need arose to get their help in the supreme court. 


As a result of all these cumulative efforts both by the Legal- 
Aid Committee of the party and by the individual lawyers who 
were imbued with democratic consciousness a very large num- 
ber of naxalite prisoners came out of jails. It can be safely 
estimated that about 75 per cent of the naxalite prisoners who 
were arrested in this whole period got acquitted from the cases 
e:ther at the trial courts or at the appellate courts. 

During this period some naxalite prisoners were awarded 
death sentences by the courts Some of them were converted 
to life sentences at the appellate stage One such death sent- 
ence against an important naxalite leader Nagabhushan Pat- 
naik attracted a lot of attention. from among many political 
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personalities. The party and its Legal-Aid Committee had to. 
bend its every nerve to see that the death sentence was com- 
muted. The refusal of Patnaik to have the legal help from any- 
body to save his life had complicated the situation. Even then 
the Legal-Aid Committee did its best in this regard. Ultimately 
the precious life of Patnaik was saved. But unfortunately we 
could not succeed in saving the lives of Kistaiah Goud and Bhoc- 
maiah who were sentenced to death. The party was deprived 
of the opportunity to provide legal defence to these two accus- 
ed. But when the matter was brought to the notice of the cen- 
tral party leadership at a very last stage, ie. just a few hours 
before they were to go to the gallows, the central party leaders 
Bhupesh Gupta and Neelam Rajasekhara Reddi had prevailed 
upon the chief minister Vengal Rao who was then camping at 
New Delhi, and got the hanging stayed temporarily. Subse- 
quently a number of high-level representations were made to 
both central and state governments including the then presi 

dent and prime minister. But the government did not budge 
from its position and brutally killed them. The party had 
severely condemned that heinous action. It was a blot on free 
India when these two persons became the first political prison- 
€rs to be hanged after independence. But we are sure in our 
mind that the party has done what all it could do in this matter. 


It will be a separate story to make a catalogue of the names 
of the naxalite leaders and cadres whose precious lives were 
saved by the intervention of the party. The modus operandi 
of the government was to catch hold of the naxalites from their 
hide-outs and extract necessary information and kil them. 
These kilhngs were presented to the public as those of having 
taken place in socalled naxalite encounters with the police. The 
party and its Legal-Aid Committee used to publish such 
arrests in party paper and saw such murders did not take 
place. On many occasions, we took up these matters with the 
authorities and warned them of the serious consequences aris- 
ing out of such illegal executions of naxalites. We could save 
many lives in this manner. The government also took all the 
precautions to see that such news about the arrests did not 
leak out so that they would be free to do whatever they liked. 
Nowadays many reports are appearing in the press that a num- 
ber of naxalites were killed after arresting them. Naturally 
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the democratic-minded people are agitating that all these 
deaths were properly investigated into so that the guilty are 
punished and the future governments do not resort to such 
lawless and inhuman crimes with impunity. In spite of all the 
brutalities committed by the police in the name of socalled en- 
counters the party has the satisfaction of having been able to 
save some lives of the political prisoners. But we have to 
make a mention in this connection of one fact. Some naxalite 
elements in some districts hke Khammam, Guntur and Anan- 
thapur made some highly-provocative moves to do away with 
the lives of some important party functionaries. The party 
-which was always conscious of its democratic duty did not suc- 
cumb to such provocative steps made by some naxalite ele- 
ments and it did not try to do any harm to them so that they 
would learn from their experience. We can now say with 
Satisfaction that such restrained and benevolent attitude by the 
party did have its positive impact on even such naxalite ele- 
ments, 


In order to suppress the naxalite movement, the government 
resorted to severe repression on ordinary people, especially on 
girijans. The government declared a number of areas in the 
state as disturbed areas and assumed most repressive powers. 
The poor girijans and other downtrodden sections living in such 
areas were harassed and arrested and beaten up by the police 
with the plea they were harbouring the naxalites. The local 
landlords tried their utmost to utilise the police camps set up in 
their areas to browbeat the poor people. The police in collu- 
sion with the landlords hindered the political activities of the 
Communist Party because it was the only left party that exist- 
ed in those areas and which took up cudgels against the police 
and landlord repression. 

The party leaders like C. Rajeswara Rao and N. Rajasekhara 
Reddi toured the socalled disturbed areas in Srikakulam dis- 
trict and campaigned against police repression against the poor 
people. N. Giriprasad also toured the socalled disturbed areas 
in Warangal district and tried to help the people. Another 
party leader Sanku Appa Rao did his best to protect as many 
people as possible in Srikakulam district. Khammam district 
party leader P. Nageswara Rao and V. Venkatapathi toured a 
number of times the socalled disturbed areas in their district 
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and saved a large number of people from police repression. 

Cver and above this, the police repression against ordinary 
people in the name of crushing the naxalite movement was 
highlighted through the columns of the party daily Visalaandhra 
and it was taken up with the government at Hyderabad by the 
Legal-A.d Committee and party leaders. — After all, the party 
of the toil.ng masses could not but discharge its duty towards 
its own classes. 

During all these years the party had to spend large sums of 
money from its meagre funds. After all, the money was spent 
for a democratic cause. We are proud that party has done that 
job. 

A large number of girijan naxalite prisoners joined the CPI 
in the ja.ls. There was a misunderstanding among certain sec- 
t:ons that the government could show some special consideration 
to such people. Till today none of the prisoners who joined 
the CPI in jail was shown a special treatment by the govern- 
ment. None of them was released except under court orders 
ti]! the end of May 1977. 

There are still about 300 naxalite prisoners in jail either as 
convicts or as undertrial prisoners. There may be some more 
involved :n the criminal cases but bailed out by the courts. 
Now in the changed circumstances in the country, the main 
problem is to get all of them released without any precondi- 
tons by the government. It is the duty of both the janata 
government at the centre and the congress government at the 
state to declare general amnesty to the prisoners as well as to 
the persons who are still. underground. The naxalite groups 
should ponder over their adventuristic tactical line and re- 
adjust to the objective political situation in the country and 
join the mainstream of left and democratic forces. 


Hyderabad, 
1 July 1977 
N. GIRIPRASAD 
Convener 
Legal-Aid Committee 
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